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Message from Mayor Kimberley Driscoll

Welcome to another edition of
the FYI Salem quarterly
newsletter.

We find ourselves in the heart
of the budget season. As |
meet individually with each
municipal department head it
becomes clearer and clearer
that we will need to continue
finding ways to operate more
efficiently and think crea-
tively about how to generate
additional revenues or risk
severe cutbacks in core mu-
nicipal service
take this opportunity to high-
light a few things that we are
actively working on toward
this end.

| am strongly advocating for
something that is called

health insurance plan design
control. Under current state
law, cities/towns can not make
any changes to the health
insurance plans they offer
employees, including changes
in co-pays, without approval
of a majority of their employee
unions. You may remember
that last year | asked all 8 of
our unions to agree to a mod-
est increase in their co -pays
from $5 to $15, which could
have avoided any reductions

in staff and services. Atthe
time, the result was disap-
pointing with all 8 unions
refusing to agree to a co -pay
increase, thus forcing the city
to layoff personnel and impact
services.

This year, mayors and city/
town managers are working
hard to promote a change in
law that would allow these
types of health insurance co -
pay changes to be accom-
plished outside of the collec-
tive bargaining process. In
Salem alone, a change from a
$5 to $15 co-pay would save
close to $1 million. We des-
perately need the state legis-
lature to act on this matter
and change the law to allow
cities and towns the ability to
manage their health insur-
ance costs and preserve ser-
vices residents have come to
expect and certainly deserve
given the property taxes being
paid. If you agree, please con-
tact your legislators and advo-
cate for this change as | have.

In addition, the City is close to
finalizing an agreement with
the Town of Swampscott to
regionalize our Purchasing
Departments. This regional

approach is one that we need to
continue to deliver services and
conduct city business in a more
efficient and effective manner.
While last year we encountered
stiff opposition to the concept of
regionalizing public health
services, this year the Board of
Health is once again contem-
plating the potential benefits of
a more collaborative approach
with respect to public health.
State health code regulations
do not stop at our city limits

and | believe they could be ad-
ministered and enforced in a
more efficient manner if done
regionally.

In this edition of FYI Salem,
youdl |l read
tor project at City Hall, a dra-
matic increase
recycling rates, the Bridge
Street/Route 1A project start-
ing and a new street sweeping
schedule.

As Spring unfolds, | remain
optimistic about the City, our
continued progress and what
lies ahead. | hope you do too.
Please enjoy reading the up-
dates contained in the pages

ahead. %NW DWW'(%

abou

9595 ext. 5600 or email at
mayor@salem.com.

If you are not part of our
ConnectCTY automated
phone notification system
please register on our
home page
www.salem.com.

New Businesses Still Coming to Salem

Despite the economy, the
City of Salem is still at-
tracting a slew of new busi-
nesses. Over the last few
months, a number of new
retailers and restaurants
have chosen to invest in our
City. The listis quite im-
pressive.

Greenland Café, located
next door to City Hall on
Washington Street, is under
construction and hopes to
open for service by late
Spring. Greenland Café
expects to serve coffee and
pastry in the morning and
gourmet sandwiches and
tapas for lunch and dinner.

The build -out of the restau-
rant is coming along quite
nicely and will be beautiful
once completed later this
Spring.

Hip Baby Gear, a new store
located in the same block as
Greenland Café in the Kins-
Continued to Page 6
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Salem City Hall Elevator under Construction

A long awaited elevator for Salem City ~ $305,977 in Community Development used for public purposes. The elevator
Hall is finally under constructionThe Block GrantRecovery (CDBGR) funds addition went through a design review
elevator will replace the current chair lift from the Department of Housingand Urbarpr ocess because it
system, which provides limited accessibil- Development (HUD). Eligible uses of the Urban Renewal District. It was approved
ity to the second floor of CDBG-R funds include handi- by the Salem Redevelopment Authority in
the building. The eleva 4 cap accessibility improve- July 2007.
tor will be housed in a ® ments, such as the construc-

small addition at the  tion of an elevator. In October, the City released a Request
rear of City Hall where for Bids for the construction of the eleva-

the current ramp into th & The elevator design was mosttor. The lowest bidder for general con-
building is located. g 1 recently updated by Gray Ar- tractor services was New England Build-
chitects of Salem in 2007. ers, of Methuen. The construction super-
| The new design calls for the vision will be led by Gray Architects.
removal of the existing handi- The elevator is slated to be completed by
cap ramp. In its place will be May 1, 2010.
B o glass enclosed lobby. The o

= lobby will be entered at The new elevator addition is a long over-

- . . ;
constraints. The projeq & ground level, with elevator ~ due improvement to the City Hall build-
is now moving forward stops at the first and second N9, the second oldest operating City Hall
with the assistance of American Recoveny floors. A variance was received from the N America. This addition will greatly
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. In~ Architectural Access Board (AAB) froma €hhance City Hall 6

July of this year, the City of Salem receive third floor elevator stop, as this floor is not résult, our ability to better serve all of
Salembdbs residents.

The elevator project ha‘ ‘
undergone several re- '
designs and delays ove
the past 20 years; pri-
marily due to financial

Salem Recycling Rate Hits New Milestone

In December, and for the first time tee has also initiated and partnered cling dodés and dono
since Salem began its curbside recy- with other community groups and co-mingled items.
cle program, the City has achieved a businesses on a variety of educational .
21% recycling rate. This means that events. They have branded the Salem-  FOr paper you can recycle anything
21% of curbside collection represents ~ Recycles logo and produced educa- thatrips - magazines, catalogs,
materials that are recyclable: paper, tional information including post- phone books, paper back books, dry
plastics, metal and glass. For calen- cards, fact sheets and book marks. food and medicine boxes (cereal,
dar year 2009 the city aspirin, crackers, etc.) You cannot
achieved a recycling rate In_ early December 2009, the recycl_e any type of plastic bags
average of 18% comparing City Qf Salem anq Salngecy- curbside, but do return them to your
very favorably to other cles in collaboration with North grocery store. You cannot recycle
North Shore communi- Shore Recycled Fiber, a division  foil juice boxes, milk and juice car-
ties. of the Newark Group, unveiled tons with the plastic spout (carton is
the latest initiative - the Perfect  recyclable if the spout is removed),
Two years ago the Massa- Pick-Up contest. Salem resi- wax cardboard, or foil laminated
chusetts Department of Environ- dents can register online at Sa- paper (chip bags).
mental Protection reported that Sa- lem.com/recycling under Perfect Pick - i
lem had one of the lowest recycling up. One household is drawn weekly, Salem also recycles what is de-
rates on the North Shore at around and upon verification of good recycling ~ SCribed as co-mingled -aluminum
9%. At that time the City put out to practices (via in person inspection cans (soda), steel cans (food), plastic
bid and negotiated a new solid waste  with photo) the winner is awarded a bottles and plastic containers with a
and recycling collection and disposal $50 check by the Newark Group. To 1-7 recycling symbol, and glass bot-
contract that limited household trash date there have been nine winners, tIe_s. You cannot recycle plastic
pickup to three 35 gallon barrels, and ~ who are also invited to participate in without a number, Styrofoam, or
increased recycling to weekly pickup.  othercity-s ponsor ed 6gr e dditgulls [pieasg rgtum to Home
tives. Depot or Whole Foods), aerosol cans
In addition, SalemRecycles, the or plastic bags. Any molded plastic
Cityds Recycl i ng CoTimnkstotalkthe Saledmeitzans who cannot be recycled (yogurt, sour
an aggressive education and aware- participate in the curbside recycling cream containers) even if there is a
ness campaign to inform residents of program and helped Salem achieve 1-7 within the recycling arrows.
the new curbside pickup guidelines the 21% December recycling rate!
and to disseminate information on Please help the City to maintain this The Newark Group also offers free
best recycling practices. The commit-  great recycling rate by following recy- recycling drop off and confidential

shredding at 53 Jefferson Avenue.

12}
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Kernwood Country Club Makes Donation to help City fight Vandalism

The Kernwood Country Club has gen-
erously donated $6,200 to the Salem
Police Department allowing them to
purchase state -of-the -art technology
aimed at preventing graffiti.

This piece of equipment called the
FlashCAM -880 will provide the Police
Department another
boxo6 to deter
behavior including graffiti, illegal
dumping and other illicit activity. The
camera senses motion of up to 100 feet
away and then begins taking high -
resolution digital photographs along
with a bright flash of light and loud
voice message warning intruders. It is
portable and can be moved from place
to place which will allow the Police
Department to target problem areas

v asocihla and this new equipment will

across the City.

A few years back the Kernwood Country
Club made another generous donation
which allowed the Department to pur-
chase the very successful 3-
wheeled T-3 vehicles. The T -3
vehicles have vastly improved
our community policing efforts

allow us to take advantage of
available technology to con-
tinue this trend. Last year,
they donated a similar
amount to the Fire Depart-
ment toward the purchase of emergency
preparedness equipment.

Taking advantage of technological ad-
vances has been a recent focus of the

gy |

Cityds Police Depart
their ongoing efforts to accomplish as
much as possible with limited re-
sources. Over the last two years, in
addition to this camera and the T -3
vehicles already men-
tioned, the Police Depart-
ment has purchased a
digital license plate
reader and installed sur-
veillance cameras in our
downtown.

As a City, we extend our
sincere thanks to the
Kernwood Country Club for this gener-
ous donation and continued commit-
ment to the community. You can read
more about this impressive piece of
equipment at www.qgstartech.com.

Bridge Street/Route 1A Reconstruction Project Begins

The
improvement project has begun. The
reconstruction of Bridge Street 1A,
from the Salem -Beverly Bridge to the
Bypass Road, is the next in a long suc-
cession of roadway improvement pro-

Ci t y 0 s-scalersatway a r @s, through many neighborhood meet-

ings. The businesses and residents of
Bridge Street are ready for these im-
provements to the roadway. Once
completed, the new roadway will pro-
vide the base for a revitalization of the

jects that
have been
completed
under the
administra-
tion of
Mayor Kim-
berley Dris-
coll. New-
port Con-
struction, of

L entire neighborhood.

a The construction work

{ will consist primarily

of removing the top 18 -
inches of roadway, re -
grading the road sub -
base, then reconstruct-
ing the road. In addi-
tion, new utilities in-
cluding drains, water
mains, and sewers will

Nashua,
New Hampshire, was recently selected
by the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT) to con-
struct the project at a cost of $6.9 mil-
lion. This project is expected to take
close to two years to complete, with
most of the heavy roadway work com-
pleted by the end of the 2010 construc-
tion season.

After investing significantly in the
design and engineering, the City has
made this project a top priority and
sought construction funding from the
American Recovery & Reinvestment
Act through the state Transportation
| mprovement
vested over $500,000 in the design,
permitting and public approval proc-

be rebuilt as neces-
sary. New sidewalks, curbing and
street and intersection lighting will
also be installed. Finally, a new bike
path shall be constructed from the end
of the existing path at the by -pass road
to the existing path at Cross Street.

Businesses and residents of the
neighborhood are cautioned that this
type of heavy construction will likely
be dirty, noisy and dusty; however, the
construction oversight team is dedi-
cated to minimizing impacts and re-
sponding to concerns. Businesses will
remain open in the area and continued

Pr ogr am.Patrongge i gneouraged.

Hours of construction shall be 7 AM to

3:30 PM, Monday through Friday, and
started last week and will continue
through early December. No regularly
scheduled work will be allowed on holi-
days or weekends, except if given writ-
ten permission in advance by the City.

The City Engineering Department will
be coordinating the construction work
with MassDOTds Resid
Mr. Bernard LaVita, who is responsi-
ble for the day to day oversight of New-
portdés activities.
phone number is 978.804.0690 and
residents can call him directly if they
have any questions relative to the pro-
ject. National Grid Gas and Electric
crews have been working on Bridge
Street for the last month to relocate
and replace their conduits to avoid
conflict with the Bridge Street work

and to ensure utility upgrades are
completed before the new pavement is
down.

To keep resident and businesses up-
dated on the construction schedule, the
City plans to utilize the local newspa-
pers, cable television, CTY -Connect
and the city website. There may be
short periods of time between con-
struction activities that the road is left
with a rough surface or manhole struc-
tures are raised, prior to final paving.
Residents and drivers on such streets
are urged to use caution as it is an
active construction site.

me nt

ent
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Salem Awarded $250,000 for Regional Policing Efforts

Thanks to the hard work of Con-
gressman John Tierney, the City of
Salem has been awarded $250,000 to
fund regional efforts to pool re-
sources to better solve crimes, ad-
dress criminal trends and
train officers.

Last May, the Salem Po-
lice Department, in col-
laboration with the sur-
rounding communities of
Beverly, Danvers, Hamil-
ton, Wenham and the Sa-
lem State College Campus
Police, jointly prepared a request to
fund a regional approach to law en-
forcement. The $250,000 appropria-
tion is expected to fund improve-
ments in the fields of crime, informa-
tion technology as well as fingerprint
and video evidence analysis.

The City is very thankful to Con-
gressman Tierney for his advocacy to
secure this
annual spending bill. Given the cur-
rent financial situation affecting the
state and many communities,
without this funding we could
not afford to implement this
regional approach which un-
doubtedly will save money over
the long term and make us
more effective and efficient at
solving crime in Salem and the
North Shore.

This regional project is intended to
reduce the financial impact on indi-
vidual departments by sharing the
cost of technological support person-
nel and equipment. As an added
benefit, this will also foster a more
collaborative approach to investigat-
ing crimes and training law enforce-

ment personnel. Police departments
are making great strides in sharing

f undi n ginformmatio€as origninag actvidy son-

tinues to cross community lines; how-
ever, we need additional technology
and the personnel to support it to
effectively provide police support ser-
vices in a rapidly changing, highly
technological time.

When the economy declines we know
criminal activity tends to increase, so
this funding is more important than
ever. It ensures that the involved
agencies have the ability to work col-
laboratively on resolving issues that
cross city lines and use technology to
our advantage to better analyze and
address criminal trends.

This annual spending bill (H.R. 3288,
FY 2010 Consolidated Appropria-
tions) was recently approved.

Salem and Peabody Awarded Grant

The City of Salem, in collaboration
with the City of Peabody, has been
awarded grant funding through the
District Local Technical Assistance
program of the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council (MAPC).

The Cities of Salem and Peabody will
collaborate on the develop-

tial uses exists along the entire

stretch of Boston/Main Street. Salem
and Peabody propose to review the
existing and historic land use and
zoning along this corridor in both mu-
nicipalities to determine where there
are inconsistencies and opportunities
for renewed vitality. The exact
boundaries of this project

ment of a consistent corri-
dor plan to redevelop and
improve Boston and Main
Street. This corridor is a
major roadway connecting
the two communities, spe-
cifically connecting Salem to
downtown Peabody. While
the final scope of the project
is still being finalized, it will

MAPC

area will be the intersec-
tion of Boston and Bridge
Streets in Salem to Pea-
body Square (intersection
of Main/Lowell, Foster/
Central Streets), approxi-
mately one mile in

length. Issues to be ana-
lyzed include land use,
zoning, economic develop-

include components like
analyzing various land use
issues and developing a shared plan for
revitalization of the corridor through
enhancement of existing retail areas,
identifying housing/mixed use opportu-
nities, potential rezoning, and multi -
modal transportation improvements.
This plan would be the first plan for
Salem and Peabody that crosses mu-
nicipal boundaries.

Currently, a mix of retail and residen-

ment opportunities, hous-
ing, open space, and pedestrian and
bicyclist safety. Residential areas will
be assessed to better understand the
current housing stock, as well as the
housing demands in this area. The
plan will identify areas where mixed
use development, including housing
and retail, would be appropriate.

Undergraduate students from Salem
State College will assist MAPC with
this project by completing the initial

data collection, including demographic
information, current and historic land -
use patterns, zoning, and observations
of current multi -modal transportation
circulation. The students have already
begun to collect the data and will share
the information with MAPC throughout
the project.

Residents, businesses, and other stake-
holders from both communities will be
included throughout the process. The
final result of this initiative will hope-
fully include a joint agreement on goals
and objectives for the corridor, a concept
plan for the enhancement and redevel-
opment of the corridor, support for zon-
ing ordinance amendments that would
ensure that redevelopment is consistent
between the two communities, and
identification of multi -modal transpor-
tation priorities that extend across mu-
nicipal boundaries.

This is great example of how the Cities
of Salem and Peabody can benefit from
working collaboratively on common in-
terests. It is vitally important that both
communities have seats at the table in
order to reach agreement on how we
would like this important entrance cor-
ridor to look in the future.
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City Plans to Launch Anti  -Speeding Campaign this Spring

Based on extensive commentary

received at neighborhood meetings

held this past Fall, the City and the
Salem Police Department are work
ing on the implementation of a city-
wide Anti -Speeding Campaign.

This Traffic Safety Campaign enti-
tled, Go Fast, Get Fined , will co
bine enhanced police enforcement
with education and awareness
aimed at reducing the number of
motorists speeding on Salem road-
ways.

This Spring, the
City of Salem Po-
lice Department
will be conducting
city -wide anti -
speeding satura-
tion patrols as part
of an effort to remind motorists of
the need to slow down in Salem
neighborhoods. In addition, resi-
dents, neighborhood associations
and municipal officials are also be-
ing asked to take on an active role
in the anti -speeding campaign by

alerting friends, family and neighbors

about the enhanced enforcement activ-

ity and reminding all motorists that

- speeding vehicles and traffic violations
impact overall safety and erode the
quality of life in our neighborhoods.

Nearly every neighborhood has identi-
fied speeding as a problem in need of
attention. As part of the campaign, new
speed radar signs will be installed to
alert motorists of travel in excess of the
posted limits. Speeding cars are a big
problem and a leading cause of
traffic accidents. The goal of
the Go Fast, Get Fined cam-
paign is to remind residents to
slow down and help keep city
streets safe for pedestrians,

\\l cyclists, and other motorists.

m_

The best way to tackle a city-
wide problem like speeding is to work
together in a collaborative way to in-
crease enforcement, educate motorists
about the need to slow down to keep
their neighborhood safe, and make sure
residents are aware of the impact that
speeding cars have on the overall qual-

ity of life in our City.

The main objective of this initia-
tive is to deter speeding. We need
your help to make this a success!
Please tell your neighbors about
the Go Fast, Get Fined effort and
encourage them to spread the word
to their friends, family and co -
workers. Please work with the
Salem Police Department to iden-
tify the roadways and areas that
you are most concerned about
when it comes to speeding and
traffic violations. The Police De-
partment has a very good list al-
ready, but the more we hear di-
rectly from you about these trouble
spots, the more effective enforce-
ment efforts can be.

Lastly, and most importantly,
pl ease
when the Police Department par-
ticipates in selective traffic en-
forcement, we end up ticketing
residents and neighbors of the very
street that we have received com-
plaints about.

d o Many timegp e e d|.

City works to Remove Unsightly Double Telephone Poles

A\

State law bars double poles
from staying up over 90 davs.,

The 10 North comenuenities with the most
double poles as of April 30:;

Community Poles

1 Salem 361

2  Malden 333

3 Lowell 322
4  Lawrence 287

5  Melrose 271
6 Hawerhill 265

I Stoneham 244

B Waoburm 228

9 Billerica 211

10 Somerville 192

SIHIRCE: Mass. Depamtment of Public Lirlithes

In conjunction with Salem neighborhood
groups, the City has taken aim at double
telephone poles and the pace at which
utility companies work to remove them.

Legislation has been filed in both the
Stateds House of
Senate, House Bill 3060 and Senate Bill
1543 respectively, that would establish a
procedure for cities and towns to impose
fines when utility companies have not
complied with the 90 -day time period
mandated by law to remove these so -
called odoubl e

To advocate for the passage of this bill,
the Cityds
Advisory Commission is helping to coor-
dinate a postcard and letter writing cam-
paign. To date, close to 100 postcards
from Salem residents have been gener-
ated and mailed to the State House in
support of this important measure.

Double poles cause several problems in
our community including issues with

access for the disabled, pedestrian con-
cerns, safety hazards and are often the
source of blight. Unfortunately, at this
time the 90 -day period is not adhered to
and communities do not have any way
to enforce this regulation. This bill

Re p fyEukl 8hardgéthat ahPafiow Rifedand

towns to assess a fine of no more than
$1,000 per occurrence. We hope this
will motivate utility companies to re-
move double poles within 90 days.

You may have read a recent article in

p ol e s thé Boston Globe which highlighted

this problem and focused on the north
of Boston region. Salem was listed at

Nei ghbor heng@pottheRidt & Yhe Bduhity

with the most double poles north of
Boston.

If residents are interested in helping

the City change this dubious distinction
and pass this important bill they should
contact the Mayor 6s
formation and for copies of postcards.

Of f i

C
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Business Investment Alive and Well in Salem

Continued from Page 1

man Building, recently completed
renovations and is open for business
offering clothing and products for ba-
bies and young children, including
classes and lectures geared for new
parents.

Mud Puddle Toys, based out of Marble-
head, is opening a Salem store on the
pedestrian mall in the former Digital
Imaging space next to Rockafellas.
Mud Puddle Toys sells eco -friendly
products and offers a unique selection
of toys for kids big and small.

Café Valverde Coffee Roasters is a new
café that has opened up in the former
Fuel site, also on the pedestrian mall

at 196 Essex Street. Up until now,
Valverde has imported coffee beans
mostly over the internet but now
plans to run his own
shop.

Adriatic Restaurant,
which will be occupy-
ing the space for-
merly housing Edge-
water Café, is ex-
pected to open this
April offering Medi-
terranean fare with brick oven pizza.

Roost Urban Country Design recently
opened its doors at 40 Front Street.
At Roost, youdl I
art, furniture, gifts, accessories, light-
ing, jewelry & bath products.

And lastly, Coven, a new café/dessert
bar (and highlighted in another story
in this newsletter) is planning to open
at 281 Essex (the last spot
18 in the former Tompkins
# 2 | Furniture building). The
[ owners are relocating from
New York and have de-
§ scribed their concept as
having a 500s

S ook vibe.

Please frequent these new businesses,
as well as our veteran stalwarts, and
support the Cityds
business community is second to none

f iomtte Narth Stoore ang thennaote weni  x
as a City, support it the better off our
overall community will be.

Community Schools

This past fall
reation & Community Services De-
partment partnered with the Salem
School Department to offer enrich-
ment programs in the schools di-
rectly after dismissal. Programs
have been offered at Witchcraft
Heights Elementary, Bates Ele-
mentary, Saltonstall Elementary,
and Bentley Elementary. Pro-
grams started at Horace Mann Ele-
mentary in January.

Program Unveiled

t h e Many of these Community Schools

Programs have proved to be a suc-
cess, often generating a waitlist with
requests from parents to offer addi-
tional sessions. Some of the pro-
grams that have been offered in-
clude: Develop Your Creativity
Through Painting
Romans, Explore The World With
Food & Crafts, and Young Artists/
Famous Artists.

The City is looking to add to the pro-

- grams currently being offered next
school year. The School Depart-
ment is distributing flyers to stu-
dents and parents to promote the
programs and to allow them to reg-
ister early as these programs are
popular and fill up quickly.

&
If you have any questions or are

interested in leading a program,
please contact Eileen Dunn at (978)
744-0180, ext. 20.

City Receives Grant for Power Plant Study

Last month, the state announced
that the Massachusetts Clean En-
ergy Center awarded $200,000 for
the City of Salem to fund a 12 -
month feasibility study that would
examine potential reuse options for
the current Salem Power Plant site
currently owned by Dominion En-

ergy.

The purpose of the study is to ex-
amine the facili4ty
term capital plans and environ-

mental compliance investments, as
well as exploring potential clean

energy and green technology alter-
natives which may be utilized at

the facility. In addition, the study
will examine the f
the context of electric supply and

related reliability needs for north-
eastern MA and within the NE -ISO
region. Finally, the study will exam-
ine potential costs involved with
remediation and decommissioning of
the plant in the event of a potential
closure. Lastly, and
very importantly the
study will examine

the issues with an eye
toward the impacts
8sSociftdl Qith fobs N
and tax revenues gen-
erated at this site

The City of Salem
will be issuing a Request for Propos-
als (RFP), in coordination with the
&xedutivé @fficedos Energy larel Erivin
ronmental Affairs and the Clean En-

ergy Center, to select a consultant to
conduct this study. The City is close
to finalizing the RFP and will be is-
suing it soon. As part of this study,
the City will be establishing an advi-
sory group of important local stake-
holders to help move this
study ahead.

- This study is critically
important to Salem in
planning for our future.
Having a strong under-
standing of the power
plantdés shert
term plans is the only
responsible course for the City. It
will help us better understand our
financial and development planning
efforts in the years ahead.

retr

|l oca
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Common Cause

For the fourth year running, the City

of Salemds website
been recognized by Common Cause
Massachusetts as one of the best in
the entire state.

Recogni ze

In order to be recognized by The Mas-
sachusetts Campaign for Open Govern-
ment, a project of the non -partisan
group Common Cause, with the e
Government Award with Distinction,

city and town websites must post es-

The City is pleased to have been con- sential information including Govern-

tipually recog- ing Bodyds Age
nized forour [N 7" G By-Laws or Ordinances,
efforts in open- Governing

ing up the CommoN CAUSE
process of gov-

ernment. Since taking office, we have
been able to achieve many improve-
ments to the Cityds

ing meeting agendas and minutes to

City/Town Budget, Archived

Governing Board Agendas &
Minutes, Zoning By -Laws, School Com-
mittee Agendas & Minutes, Public
Meetings Calendar and Agendas &
Minutes for at least one other Board/

automatic email notification capabili- Commission.
ties, all of which make information
easier to access and keep citizens in- Of the

formed.

For the past four years,
www.salem.com has been recognized
by Common Cause Massachusetts
with their e-Government Award . How- [N addition to these online resources,

ever, this year marks the second year Salemdés website has
in a row that Sal emimprovements toitsemail subscriber

recognized with the e-Government list, Mapping & GIS webpage, Commu-
Award with Distinction nity Calendars, and basic general infor-

towns, only 49 community websites
were recognized with the e-Government
Award with Distinction.

s Cityods

mation. Residents and visitors may
even view online community videos.
New this year, i
Constituent Services Center where
residents can log requests and track
their status and communicate with
departments online.

S

I
This recognition demonstrates our

B o d y i commitment to keep residents in-

formed and awar e
ing at the local level. We know folks
lead busy lives, so the easier we can
make it to connect to City Hall, the
more able residents are to become
active and involved citizens.

Salem was recognized for this
achievement at a ceremony in the

2010. This event occurs during
0Sunshine Weeko
throughout the country focus on is-
sues and ideas for making govern-
ment more transparent.

For more information please visit
www.maopengov.org and/or
WWW.commoncause.org .

Commonwe al t h (State House on Tuesday, March 16 t
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Beautification Committee Hosting Plant Sale

Join the Salem Beautification Com-
mittee as they hold their third an-
nual Plant Sale fundraiser on the
Salem Common. The event is
planned for Saturday, May 15, 2010
(rain date: Sunday, May 16) be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m.

ment of home -grown perennials, a
variety of annuals,

and a selection of

hanging baskets.

Rain barrels, com-

posters, water con-

servation garden

spray nozzles and

recycling bins will also be available

be aforﬁurf&r?asew'de assort -

Youdl | amazed

Please come and take advantage of
these wonderful offerings and,
at the same time support the
amazing efforts of the Salem
Beautification Committee.

The money raised from this

event allows this important

Committee to continue their
work to make Salem a cleaner and
more beautiful community.

Greg Mortenson to Receive the Salem Award

The Salem Award for Human Rights
and Social Justice, established in 1992
as part of the Witch Trials Tercente-
nary, is awarded each year to keep
alive the lessons of the Salem Witch
Trials of 1692 and to recognize indi-
viduals whose commitment to social
justice and human rights has allevi-
ated discrimination and promoted tol-
erance.

also sponsors lectures, panel discus-
sions and other programs on topics
related to promoting human rights and
social justice, and supports the public
Salem Witch Trials Memorial.

The Salem Award for Hu-

man Rights and Social

Justice Foundation, com-

prised of a cadre of dedi-

cated and hardworking residents

In recognizing and honoring them, we
publicly acknowledge the powerful sig-
nificance and practical consequence of
their work and join them in fostering
acceptance, compassion and reconcilia-
tion. The Salem Award Foundation

chaired by resident Meg Twohey, has
worked tirelessly
gram. The award ceremony will take
place on May 1st at Salem High School
and this yearods
enson, author of Three Cups of Tea, a

book detailing Mr.

ous and difficult quest to build schools

in the wildest parts of Pakistan and

Afghanistan. This is a bestselling book

and the City is excited about Mr. Mort-
ensonds visit
this award.

Given the popularity of this

best selling book the ceremony
is already sold out. The Foundation is
still accepting names to place on a

0 nwaiting listsin the ease tiiastickpts be--

come available. Salem residents may
obtain free tickets at Salem City Hall

limit of two tickets per resident.
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