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Message from Mayor Kimberley Driscoll

Welcome to another edition
of the FYI Salem quarterly
newsletter.

For most people, summer is
a time to slow down, take
some time off and have a
little fun. While there have
been a lot of fun things go-
ing on in Salem this sum-
mer, the City has by no
means taken a vacation.

June was an extremely busy
month as the City prepared
and passed the Fiscal Year
2011 budget. Although it
was a lean budget, there
were a lot of bright spots
including increased funding
for education and tourism
promotion, additional Police
Officers on the street and
increases to our reserve
funds. Times might be tight,
but Sal emds
heads have worked with me
to come up with creative
and efficient ways to cut
costs while preserving pro-
grams and jobs.

Al ong with thi
ating budget,
Capital Improvement Plan

de

was approved allowing for
modest, but much needed
capital investments in our
parks and playgrounds,
roads and sidewalks, build-
ings and facilities, and
other infrastructure needs.

While the budget has been a
major focus over the past
few months, a lot of other
terrific things have been
happening in Salem. A ma-
jor priority for me has been
to make Salem a more
green
been making great strides.
Salem has been named a
Green Community, which
makes us eligible for many
new grants.
working on improving pe-
destrian travel through the
City and parks and open
space. But bei
Ruét & Eit) frd)ekt. Recently
Sal emds
nity was invited to join the
Green Business Challenge.
Even residents can get into
the act by cutting down on

BRSPS

I am also thrilled to see
progress being made on
our waterfront with the
grand opening of the
South River Harborwalk
scheduled for this week
and the City finally
reached an agreement
with Dominion to acquire
the Blaney Street prop-
erty, home to the Salem
Ferry.

Also in this addition of
FYI Salem, you can read

communi t yaboat sothe wpeomingeand

ongoing events like the

Salem Far mer s

a week of fun -filled family
events during Heritage

We ®ays, Sal Saem atbMine n

ter Island and the addi-
tion of cruise ships to Sa-

l emds busy wat
ng green isndt
As summer wr af

busi ne QRIMiRtiGaheyiall the

great things happening in
Salem and | hope that
you have time to enjoy all
the City has to offer this
season.

W“? Drtiort!

MA 01970, call (978) 745
9595 ext. 5600 or email at

mayor@salem.com.

If you are not part of our
ConnectCTY automated
phone notification system
please register on our
home page
www.salem.com.

Zipcar now calls Salem home

Zipcars now call Salem
home!

Zipcar is a self -service, on
demand car sharing pro-
gram that allows members
to reserve cars for incre-
ments as short as one hour
and to pay only for the

time they actually use the

vehicle. They have been in
existence for nearly a dec-
ade and are
largest car sharing pro-
gram, using the latest in
new technology to allow
members to have access to
vehicles 24 hours a day.

Zipcar coming to Salem will

help alleviate vehicular con-
gestion that occurs through-

t h eut many garts dfour City.

As an older, historic com-
munity, we have many
roads that were designed
for horse and buggy and at
times have trouble accom-

Continued to Page 8
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Second annual community survey launched

For the second year in a row, Salem

is seeking input from residents about
City services, future community

goals and neighborhood quality of

life issues through an online commu-
nity survey on the
www.salem.com.

Last year, Mayor Kimberley Driscoll
launched the first community sur-
vey, which provided feedback from
residents across Salem. In 2001, as a
Ward 5 City Councillor, Mayor Dris-
coll suggested to her colleagues that
exploring the possibility of conduct-
ing a community survey was a

worthwhile effort after receiving an
email from resident Jim Kearney.

Many communities in Massachusetts,
and across the country, conduct simi-
lar resident surveys. These surveys
can be an effective way to communi-
cate with residents and to gather in-
put on community priorities. A com-
munity survey also helps the City
measure our performance in provid-
ing services and gather input on resi-

dentsd feelings t
ernment and life in Salem.
ltds exciting for

ing this survey for a second year.
Last year over 1,000 residents
logged on and shared their opinions
on City services and quality of life
issues, providing invaluable feed-
back to municipal officials.

Once again, the survey is hosted by
the free website surveymon-
key.com, which the City uses to
collect data from other surveys
throughout the year. To maintain a
0 wevel of integuity, bnty iore aurveyg o v -
will be allowed to be completed per

computer.

the City to be | aurp

New signs make getting around Downtown Salem easier

Getting around Downtown Salem is
now a little easier thanks to new pe-
destrian signs and
map kiosks. The
new signs and maps
are part of the
Citybs co
sive signage pro-
gram, which in-
clude the addition

of 17 pedestrian
signs and three

map kiosk displays.

Whether coming to
Salem by ferry, train, bus, car or

bike, everyone becomes a pedestrian.

Fortunately, Downtown Salem is very

g walkable and these new pe-

estrian signs and maps will
help visitors and residents

| find their way to all that the
City has to offer.

B The sign installations began in
# mid -June and the maps will be
n place by mid -July.

L Funding for the first phase of

. the signage program came
from the City and a National

Park Service Centennial Grant. Fu-

ture phases of the program will in-
clude the installation of new vehicu-
lar directional signage.

The comprehensive signage pro-
gram is guided by a committee
made up of representatives from the
City of Salem; Destination Salem;
Essex National Heritage Area; His-
toric Salem, Inc.; the National Park
Service; the Peabody Essex Mu-
seum; the Salem Chamber of Com-
merce; Salem Main Streets; the Sa-
lem Partnership; the Salem Rede-
velopment Authority and Salem
State College.

Operati on

The Salem Police Department will be
participating with other Essex
County communities in a medication
take -back program on
Saturday, September 25.
Operation Med Sweep,
which is sponsored by
the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the
Essex County District
Attorneyds
give residents a chance
to safely dispose of un-
wanted, unused or ex-
pired medication.

The City hopes that anyone with
medication they no longer need will
take advantage of this safe way to

Med Sweep

dispose of it. By participating in Op-
eration Med Sweep, residents will be
making sure their unwanted pills and
medication do
landfill or t
supply. They will also be re-
moving medication that
could be abused, like pain-
killers, from their homes.

Items that will be accepted
by Operation Med Sweep
include prescription and over
-the -counter medication,
medication samples, vita-
mins, veterinary medications, narcot-
ics and liquid medications. Items that
will not be accepted include syringes,
thermometers, IV bags, bloody or in-

0O planned
fectious waste, personal care prod-
ucts, hydrogen peroxide, empty con-
tainers and inhalers.

t end up in a
Thig il} be the;firstfime g.medica-
tion take -back program will be con-
ducted by an entire county on the

same day.

n

6]
he

Operation Med Sweep will take
place from 9 a.m. to noon on Satur-
day, September 25 at Salem Police
Headquarters, 25 Margin Street.

For more information on Operation
Med Sweep, please contact Sergeant
Harry Rocheville of the Community
Impact Unit at (978) 744 -0171 ext.
218.

1¢ch -
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Salem parks get spruced up in time for spring

The City of Salem recently completed
work on four parks, just in time for
warm weather and sunny skies.

The City funded the cost of new play
equipment, which was mstalled last
month at Sa- :

lem Common.
The renovated
tot lot was
paid for with
help from Par-
ents United,
which contrib-
uted over
$40,000 for rubber flooring on the
ground under and around the play-
ground equipment. The new matting
is safer and will make it easier for
people who have a hard time getting
around to enjoy the playground. This

play equipment has been in desperate
need of investment for quite some
time so having this project done in
such a high -profile area is a great ac-
complishment for the City.

Earlier this year,
work wrapped up
on the High Street
iy playground, which

d now has new play
structures and

| swings. The

~ $42,000 renovation
was funded through
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding. Members of the
Greater Endicott Street Neighborhood
Association and work crews super-
vised by the Essex
Department installed the new play

equipment, saving the city money on
labor costs. CDBG funds were also
utilized to install a brand new fence
and repair the gazebo at the park.

Two other parks also received some
spring cleaning. Resurfacing work
was completed on the tennis courts
at Salem Willows and on the basket-
ball court at Pickman Park. The total
cost of both of these projects was ap-
proximately $12,000 and was paid for
by the City. The work at Pickman
Park was covered by capital improve-
ment funding and the Willows tennis
courts were improved using revenues
generated from the parking meters

at Salem Willows.

Weo unoPye  ¥nOelr Gl ¢l s adse
day at theserenovated park areas!

—

Celebrate the South River Harborwalk grand opening

A grand opening of the South River
Harborwalk and Peabody Street
Park is scheduled for Thursday, July
15 at 3 p.m. to
completion. The event is open to the
public.

Mayor Driscoll and Lt. Governor
Timothy Murray will be presiding
over the festivities, which will in-
clude the unveiling of a Ceremonial
Community Wreath, art displays by
local artists and live entertainment.

The South River Harborwalk, which
covers 1,200 feet of the western and
southern banks of the South River
Basin, includes a small public plaza
at the Derby Street Entrance that
functions as a gateway from down-
town into the Harborwalk. Other
amenities include the installation of
benches, lighting, solar powered
trash receptacles, landscaping, a
shipbés mast
pretive signs discussing the history
of the South River as a former tidal
estuary to Salem Harbor that was
filled during the 18 t and 19t centu-
ries. Infrastructure repairs were also
made to the existing seawall.

flagpol

The project was funded by a
$1,336,000 grant
Seaport Advisory Council. The grant

c e | regbiredeat2@o lacdl matcp, wbigh e ¢ t

the City covered using Community
Development Block Grant Funding.

Along with the opening of the Har-
borwalk, the City will also be cele-
brating the opening of a new water-
front park at 15 Peabody Street. The
new park is a former Brownfield Site
that the City
acquired by
tax default.
The Peabody
Street park
includes a col-
orful rubber
surfaced play-
ground area,
game tables,
benches, light-
ing. A cement
sBating &dll, Funding thieugholit thd € T
park, is decorated with art tiles

painted by local children at the Sa-

lem YMCA, Boys and Girls Club, and
Gables Settlement. A canopy wall is
also on site for outdoor entertain-

ment.

An Environmental Protection Agency

f r(BPA) AssessmeBt@sramt and Glead s

Up Grant helped fund site clean -up
andl a DCR Urban Self -Help Grant
funded park development. The total
cost of the project was $750,000.

Salem residents played key roles in
the design and construction of these
two projects: Salem resident Michael
Blier of Landworks Studio designed

the 15 Peabody Street Park; Salem

marine contractors,
North Shore Marine
constructed the ma-
. jority of the South

8 River Harborwalk
and performed all
the marine infra-
structure repairs to
the bulkhead wall

¥ and granite seawall;
and Salem resident
Susan St. Pierre of
Vine Assoaates was instrumental in
the planning and permitting stage of
the both the Harborwalk and the
Park.

We are excited about this new project
and looking forward to connecting
the downtown to the South River.
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Cruise ships are coming to Salem this year!

Cruise ships are coming to Salem
this year!

Blount Small Ship Adventures has
included Salem in three of its itiner-
aries this summer. The first Blount
ship, The Grand Caribe, will arrive
on Saturday, July 17th. The Grand
Caribe will return on August 13, and
The Niagara Prince will be in port on
September 2.

Blount Small Ship Adventures oper-
ates a fleet of 3 innovative expedition
-style ships that offer guests unique
experiences along some of North
Americads most
They navigate areas usually only
accessible by small private yachts.

scelDesti

This destination -oriented travel ex-
perience allows guests to truly ex-
plore a destination. Blount Small
Ship Adventures offers a nostalglc
feel in the spirit of : —
late founder, en-
trepreneur and
inventor Capt.
Luther Blount
(1916-2006).

Some of their :
other cruises include stops in Port-
land, ME, the Bahamas, the Carib-
bean, Chicago and New Orleans.

nation Sal em,
ism and Cultural Affairs Office, is
working with the business commu-

nity to produce a coupon sheet to
draw passengers into town and to
area businesses. Tourism in Salem
has a multi -million dollar impact on
— _— our local economy
. each year. Continuing
to encourage visitors
into our City, espe-
cially through boat
| travel, helping ease
the impact on vehicu-
" lar traffic and is very
beneficial to our hospitality indus-

try.

You can learn more about Blount
SmAeshifAdvedtes at T Bdurits-

mallShipAdventures.com .

Salem named Tree City USA for eighth year

The City of Salem was recognized
by the nonprofit Arbor Day Founda-
tion as a Tree City
USA community for its
commitment to urban
forestry.

This is the eighth year
Salem has earned this
national designation.

again, be recognized as a Tree City
USA community. As Salem contin-

ues to develop and grow, trees and
green space will remain important

because of the environmental
benefits they provide and the
enjoyment residents get from
being able to sit under a
shady tree on a hot day.

The Tree City USA program

TREE CITY USA' is sponsored by the Arbor

ltds very exciti n9t|ofn\9/|trhth(.§
State Foresters and the USDA Forest

Foundation in coopera-

Service.

Salem has met the four standards to
become a Tree City USA community.
Tree City USA communities must
have a tree board or department, a
tree-care ordinance, a comprehensive
community forestry program and an
Arbor Day observance and proclama-
tion.

NalioBaiMsdoQation 8fN ¢ €More information about Tree City

USA can be found at arborday.org/
TreeCityUSA .

FY2011 Budget approved and balanced

The Fiscal Year 2011 budget was ap-
proved by the City Council last month.
Despite cuts to local aid and a tough eco-
nomic climate, the FY11 budget is bal-
anced, preserves jobs and, in some cases
enhances services the City provides to
residents.

After close to a dozen meetings with union
officials, the Teachers and AFSCME Bar-
gaining Units agreed to make changes to
their health insurance plan design which
will increase co -pays from $5 and ulti-
mately save the City over $1 million if all
employees agree to the changes. The re-
maining unions are expected to take this
matter up in the coming weeks.

Thanks to this collaboration between the

City and municipal employees, the City
will be able to continue to provide the
vital services the residents of Salem ex-
pect and deserve. This new health plan
also brings the
benefits more in line with the State
Group Insurance Commission (GIC)
plans which are more affordable for both
the City and employees.

Along with the savings in health care,
the recently adopted local option meals
and hotel taxes. These new revenues,
combined with additional operational
efficiencies, have allowed the City to
balance our budget in a way that sup-
ports important priorities like keeping
class sizes low, enhancing public safety

City

and investing in capital needs.

Highlights from the FY11 budget in-
clude: A $1.6 million increase in funding

sizes modest and continue innovative
programs and strategic planning efforts;
an equivalent of five additional Police
Officers on patrol, thanks to an alterna-
tive staffing plan of hiring civilian dis-
patchers; $600,000 reserve funding,
which will allow the City to offset re-
duced revenue in the future while also
providing an opportunity this year to
offset property tax increases to residents;
an increase in the
support the promotion of Salem as a
tourist destination..

Lof S§4r&MPEs SChOQI §nd
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103553034332&s=56&e=001LWiNXSWDZj23fj4l-xOI1QfFvaruT9h78mUfuhIxVsuzKxyMhmIivciWHyxpo4h0FlzMU7HtFPHLFTW9A5qXBYvTS4vogyMZ2k_Lsir-LP6By-lZxeHRwQ1U3Z4thSm8xwkSNvbKgro5dvOpZnj0a92pk1bYX8kzh_xrvsjga-EhYYdCLoU60Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103553034332&s=56&e=001LWiNXSWDZj23fj4l-xOI1QfFvaruT9h78mUfuhIxVsuzKxyMhmIivciWHyxpo4h0FlzMU7HtFPHLFTW9A5qXBYvTS4vogyMZ2k_Lsir-LP6By-lZxeHRwQ1U3Z4thSm8xwkSNvbKgro5dvOpZnj0a92pk1bYX8kzh_xrvsjga-EhYYdCLoU60Q==
http://www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA
http://www.arborday.org/TreeCityUSA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://webs.rps205.com/curriculum/ssandvoc/images/9EAC552EAD884AC2AD76F9003952557E.jpg&imgrefurl=http://webs.rps205.com/curriculum/ssandvoc/home.html&usg=__MNai03FFDwg28PIjAZSmEonRe-s=&h=276&w=302&sz=58&hl=en&start=2&sig2=L
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St

The demands on
Pantry have grown dramatically
over the last year as the number of
people out of work has increased.

St

Due to this jump in need, the Food
Pantry is currently looking for a
new space to relocate their opera-
tions. In an effort to raise the
needed funds
for this move,
and for the
continued op-
eration of the
Food Pantry, a
new Recycle ¢
for Hunger

Thrift Shop located on 26 Howley
Street in the city of Peabody (on
the Salem line) opened earlier last
month.

L Ty

Y f 1arves

To support the Thrift Shop and
Food Pantry, donations of furni-
ture, clothes, jewelry, books and/or
money are desperately needed.
The hours of the Thrift Shop are
Monday through Saturday from 10
am to 5 pm and items can be

JosephOs

ST JDSErHS

FOOD PANTEY

ey
IFOf

Food

dropped off at any time during these
hours. If you need items that you

would like to donate picked -up, contact
the shop at 978 -854-5282 to schedule a
date and time.

In an effort to ease the financial bur-
den on low-income or out -of-work indi-
vidual s, St . JosPetp
Food Pantry .
For those with
pets, the deliv-
ery of pet food
will be com-
bined with the
already in -
place scheduled
food deliveries. The Pet Food Pantry
will operate out of the same location as
St. Joseph6s Food
tribute pet food once a month, on the
second Friday of each month to those
who are not on our regular delivery

list. Pets can have a very therapeutic
effect on people. Unfortunately, during
these hard times many are forced to
either go without food and/or some-
times even their medications, in order
to feed their animals. Even worse,

|l EI Qf '
{

Pantry

need:

some have to give up their pets
completely, placing an increased
burden on animal shelters and
separating pets from their homes
and from people that they love,
and who love them.

At its current location at 15 Haw-

h 6thorne Boul®vareimSaleng, Sta
Josepho6és Food
distribute food to people every
Thursday from 2 pm to 6 pm.
Their other food pantry, Harvest
of Hope, is open on Saturdays
from 10 am to 2 pm.

Pant

The staff at St.
Pantry is dedicated and commit-
ted to the mission of feeding the

P ahutigry.yThe# hodes awe high thad i s
the Thrift Shop will be a consis-
tent and reliable source of reve-
nue so that they can continue
their mission. Financial donations
in any amount, large and small,
can be dropped off or mailed to:
St. Josephds Food
Hawthorne Boulevard, P.O. Box
876 in Salem.

City and Chamber start Green Business challenge program

Over the last several years many Sa-
lem businesses have implemented
green practices such as recycling,
transportation initiatives and energy
and water conservation. Several Sa-
lem committees i Renewable Energy
Task Force (RETF), SalemRecycles
and the North Shore Transportation
Management Association @ are part-
nering with the Salem Chamber and
the City to initiate the Green Salem
Business Challenge distinction.

This competition is designed to foster
sustainable business practices within
the Salem business community and is
offered as the first in a series of an-
nual challenges intended to help busi-
nesses improve their green business
practices incrementally.

Participating businesses must take a
sustainability pledge, complete an
online survey checklist of sustainabil-

ity measures that they have imple-
mented in the past year, describe
why they consider themselves to be
a green business, and detail what
they will do in the coming year to
improve green practices. The check-
list consists of measures in each of
the following sustainability catego-
ries: Education & Awareness; En-
ergy Conservation & Renewable
Energy; Water Conservation; Re-
source Management; Transporta-
tion; Green Cleaning & Mainte-
nance; and Product/ Service Offer-
ings.

Businesses of all types and sizes are
encouraged to participate. While all
businesses that participate will be
recognized, a winner from each of
four business size classes (based on
number of employees) will be se-
lected by a panel consisting of mem-
bers from each of the organizations

noted above. Businesses will receive
points for each of the items in the
checklist that they are able to check
off, and the answers to the narrative
questions will be used to address tie
scores. All participants will be recog-
nized in a press release, while winners
will additionally receive a window
decal and top winners from each cate-
gory will receive a prize.

Official kick -off and enrollment has
begun. Winners will be announced the
week of September 7. To enroll and
complete the online survey go to:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
VWKMV77 . This initial challenge is
envisioned to kick off the new Green
Salem Business program and launch
subsequent green competitions and
designations. The City looks forward
to another exciting green initiative
with its business community.

J

V)

osep

Pant
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New Business Spotlight: Salem School of Music

Salem School of Music at 3 Pleasant
Street recently opened it's doors in
April with an all -ages celebration.
Participants were treated to the tradi-
tional blue grass sounds of a modern
day one-man band with Eric Royer
and his oguitar
machined6. Face
painting, instru-

ment demonstra-

tions and crafts

were fun for all.

Summer offerings

include private lessons with elite
teachers like; Jennifer Sgroe, PhD in
voice (opera), Michael Dinallo, guitar-
ist, recently featured in Vintage Gui-
tar magazine and just off a tour with
G Love and Special Sauce, Timo

Shanko boasting a variety of instru-
mental talents. Beginners through
advanced students are encouraged to
sign up for piano, voice, guitar, bass,
woodwinds, drums, violin or cello.

Summer is a great
time to pick up an
instrument. It is
easier to focus on
learning and prac-
ticing without the
usual stress of
school and work routines. Plus, you
can beat the heat in their beautiful,
air conditioned facility.

Space is still available for a few weeks
of MyBand Summer Camp. This is an
exciting experience where participants

form a band and write, record and
perform songs.

On Wednesday nights in August
there will be an all -ages Open Mic.
Everyone is welcome to come and
showcase their talents!

Birthday parties ROCK at Salem
School of Music. Party goers film a
music video against a green screen.
Everyone leaves with a DVD and
lasting memories of a fantastic

party!

In the fall there will be additional
group classes and workshops, in-
cluding guitar building.

For more information visit their
website at Marbleheadmusic.net.

Get ready for Heritage Days in August

In a few weeks, downtown Salem will
be packed with residents and visitors
enjoying the final month of summer
and our annual Heritage Days tradi-
tion. This yeards
bration will kick off on Saturday, Au-
gust 7 and run through Sunday, Au-
gust 15.

Heritage Days will be packed with
entertainment, food, fun and opportu-
nities to shop downtown. A few peren-
nial favorites will be making a return

August 8. Proceeds from the race bene-
fit preservation work in Salem. For
more information on the race or to reg-
ister, visit historicsalem org.

Heri tage %
On Monday, August 9, Mayor Kimber-

Il ey Driscoll wildl
Out Restaurant Sampler. The evening
kicks off at the Green Land Café at 5
p.m. Tickets are $20 and can be re-
served by calling (978)744 -0004.

cel e-

After the Mayords

f e s t ANy 3ampleg save room forjdesseit. g

h |

N

at6 p.m.

Many local groups and organiza-
tions; including the National Park
Service, the Salem Chamber of Com-
merce, Salem Main Streets, the Sa-
em YMCA, the Cityg
reation Department, Historic Salem
Inc., Salem Cycle, the Council on
Aging, Salem Theatre Company,
B&S Fitness, Salem Garden Club,
Salem Jazz & Soul Festival; help to
organize Heritage Days events. For a

to this yeards full Heritage Days schedule, please

' . ) Salem Main Streets will be hosting the vVisit the Cityds we
Hi storic Sal emds SelcecCream Bawl onthe Baleim €omi- - www.salem.com.
tage Days 5K Road Race on Sunday, mons on Tuesday, August 10, starting
Salem Farmersd Mar ket retur
Once again, the Salanm FRaurrmme rosudt , t he [tional Assistance Program benefits.
Market, sponsored by Salem Main has extended its hours this year. The machine was added to the Farm-
Streets, is open Like last year, there will be ersd Mar ket through
on Derby plenty of live entertainment Massachusetts Department of Agri-
Square. Every from a variety of musicians cultural Resources and will make
Thursday until and cooking demonstrations by  locally grown produce available to a
October 21, you local restaurants. larger number of people.
can shop for ) ) )
local fruits, Also new this year is the addi- I f you havenot come
vegetables, lobsters and even soap tion of an Electronic Benefit ers Market yet please give it a try..
from 3to 7 p.m. Transfer machine, which allows ven- Thereds an amazing

dors at the Far mer ¢andothervendors and the local pro-

Thanks to | ast ye arcépsfedgral S8uppglementaicNetp-t i onduce is amazing. Yo

bsit

out

gr ou



