
Volume 2, Issue 4 

Mayor Kimberley Driscollõs 

Message from Mayor Kimberley Driscoll  

August 2009 

Welcome to the eighth edition 

of FYI Salem .   

I canõt believe that the sum-

mer season is approaching its 

end.  The weather weõve been 

experiencing in many ways 

mimics the economic condi-

tions weõre all facing.  Hereõs 

to sunshine in the weeks and 

months that lie ahead!  

Despite the difficult economy 

and weather, there are still 

so many positive things tak-

ing place right here in Salem.  

If you havenõt already, please 

visit the Salem Farmerõs 

Market.  Every Thursday 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. it con-

tinues to draw hundreds of 

people.  You can get fresh 

produce, seafood, baked goods 

and other products.  Believe 

me, itõs a homerun! 

This week show your support 

for the Salem Farmers Mar-

ket by voting in the Love 

Your Farmers Market con-

test.  You can vote for the 

Salem Farmers' Market at:  

http://www.care2.com/

farmersmarket/31438  

The winning market will re-

ceive a $5,000 donation which 

would be a great help in mak-

ing the market the best on 

the North Shore so vote early 

and often!  

You may have heard about or 

seen the new playground at 

Forest River Park.  The old 

play structure has been com-

pletely removed and replaced 

with new equipment.  All of 

the volunteers that helped 

make this possible did a won-

derful job.  It was a great 

team effort.  I am happy to 

report that soon similar pro-

jects will take place at Mack 

Park, High Street Play-

ground, DiBiase Park and the 

Salem Common.  I am excited 

about these projects getting 

off the ground which will en-

sure that our parks will be 

enjoyed for generations to 

come.   

The City is also gearing up to 

initiate this yearõs citywide 

paving program that combined 

will pave over 30 roads.  This 

is on top of the 30 paving pro-

jects we undertook last year.  

In this edition youõll read 

about Salem residents being 

able to visit the Museum of 

Science free of charge during 

the month of September, the 

Salem Ferry now accepting 

MBTA commuter passes, recy-

cling rates continuing to in-

crease and construction of the 

Salem Harbor Walk beginning 

this month.     

We are excited about much of 

the progress happening in the 

City and hope you enjoy read-

ing these updates!  
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This September, Salem 

residents will have the 

opportunity to feel the 

rush of skydiving, sub-

merge thousands of feet 

below the ocean's surface, 

come face-to-face with a 65 

million -year-old triceratops 

named Cliff, see brilliant 

flashes of indoor lightning, 

and much more  free of 

charge when the Museum 

of Science hosts Septem-

ber Salem Days . This 

program, generously funded 

by the Read Family Chari-

table Trust, will allow Sa-

lem residents to explore 

more than 700 exhibits, as 

well as five giant -screen 

films in the Mugar Omni 

Theater.  

September Salem Days  

will offer the City's resi-

dents a wonderful opportu-

nity to embark on an excit-

ing science adventure. 

Through interactive exhib-

its, live presentations, and 

Omni films, the Museum of 

Science hopes to spark 

imagination, curiosity, and 

the spirit of discovery in all 

its visitors.  In these chal-

lenging economic times, the 

City of Salem and the Mu-

seum of Science are thrilled 

that visitors from Salem 

will be able to gain entry 

free of charge this Septem-

http://www.care2.com/farmersmarket/31438
http://www.care2.com/farmersmarket/31438


As part of an increased effort to collabo-

rate with other communities, the Cities 

of Salem and Beverly are partnering to 

offer each Cityõs citizens the opportu-

nity to participate in both a fall and 

spring hazardous waste program.  With 

this new program the City of Salem will 

hold its household hazardous waste day 

on Saturday October 3, 2009 and con-

tinue to hold them the first Saturday of 

October in future years. The City of 

Beverly will continue to hold their 

household hazardous waste day the 

fourth Saturday of April.  Citizens from 

both communities will be able to drop 

off up to a carload of hazardous materi-

als for a fee.  Household Hazardous 

Waste Days have become regular 

events in both cities ever since the state 

began banning disposal of items such as 

oil -based paints, pesticides and motor 

oil from disposal in the regular trash.  

During both events, citizens will be able 

to drop off general hazardous waste 

materials such as light bulbs, automo-

tive oil, pesticides, oil based paint, mo-

tor oil and car batteries, rechargeable 

batteries, propane tanks, tires and 

aerosol cans.  A driverõs license will be 

required to prove residency.  During the 

October 3 Salem event, residents of both 

communities can drop off CRT televi-

sions and computer monitors for an ad-

ditional $10 per item.  We also encour-

age residents to take advantage of CRT 

recycling programs at lo-

cal retailers such as Best 

Buy and Staples which 

take old computer moni-

tors, televisions, etc. for a 

fee that is matched with a 

gift card of equal amount.  

While not specifically in-

cluded in the hazardous 

waste days, residents can 

still drop off e -waste items 

at various City locations.  

These items include old mp3 players, 

batteries, battery back -up units, stereo 

equipment, car audio equipment, cell 

phones,  digital cameras, gaming equip-

ment, flash drives, flat screen TVs and 

computers, power cords, etc. for future 

recycling.  All personally identifiable 

information will be destroyed through 

this recycling program.  For a full listing 

of acceptable items go to  Sa-

lem.com\recycling and click on e -waste 

pilot program.  Collection of e -waste 

not only reduces the amount of mate-

rials to be incinerated; it re -cycles 

many valuable commodities such as 

copper and eliminates the health and 

environmental risks created when 

these items are broken 

apart and the toxic chemi-

cals inside are released.  

The current sticker pro-

gram, initiated in 2004 

will continue in its cur-

rent format.  Items such 

as CRT televisions and 

computers, air condition-

ers, refrigerators and 

freezers can be disposed of 

by purchasing a $20 

sticker and arranging for pick -up 

through DPS at 5 Jefferson Avenue at 

(978) 744-3302.  The proceeds from 

this sticker program offset the costs 

for the Cityõs Household Hazardous 

Waste Days.  White Goods pick -up for 

washers, dryers, water heaters, etc. 

can be arranged by contacting North-

side Carting at (978) 745-0645.  As 

always, one bulk item may be put 

out weekly along with regular trash.  

Salem & Beverly Partner to Offer Two Hazardous Waste Days  
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Third Annual Jazz and Soul Festival Planned for this Weekend  

tion and cover the expenses for put-

ting on the festival.   

As in past years, there will be a full 

complement of vendors at the Festi-

val offering a wide range of arts and 

crafts, goods and services for festi-

val goers. 

Salem Jazz & Soul Festival concerts 

offer a great opportunity to take in 

live jazz, funk and soul music in a 

seaside family -friendly setting.  

Best of all, concert organizers pro-

vide all of this talent for free!  For 

more information on the Salem Jazz 

and Soul Festival, please visit 

www.salemjazzsoul.org . 

Do your best to find the time to 

come and enjoy the musical talents 

of so many top -notch local bands.  

You wonõt want to miss it! 

ð 6 p.m., the lineup is: Qwill & the 

Further from Zen Orchestra, Soul 

Force V, Jordan Valentine & the Sun-

day Saints and The Boston Horns Big 

Band. The MC for the festival on Sat-

urday will be Holly Har-

ris, from 

www.ultimateblues.com . 

Sundayõs MC will be the 

great local saxophonist, 

Henley Douglas, Jr.  

A group of area residents 

and music enthusiasts 

have worked hard through 

the winter and summer 

months putting together 

this festival. The free, family -friendly 

event will present a dynamic program 

of jazz, funk and soul performed by 

some of the hottest bands from Boston 

and the North Shore. Proceeds from 

the Festival will support music educa-

The third annual Salem Jazz & Soul 

Festival is coming to Salem with a 

full music program of concerts on 

Saturday & Sunday, August 15 and 

16.  The Festival will once again be 

taking place at Salem 

Willows Park under the 

concert shell.  

The lineup for the festi-

val is: Saturday, August 

15, from 10:45 a.m. ð 7 

p.m., Salem High School 

Jazz Ensemble, Manami 

Morita & Randy Runyon 

Quintet, Gregorio Uribe 

Big Band, the Brother-

hood of Groove, Sea Monsters, Revo-

lutionary Snake Ensemble , with a 

special appearance by the Boston 

Typewriter Orchestra.  

For Sunday, Aug. 16, from 11:30 a.m. 

www.salemjazzsoul.org
www.ultimateblues.com


At the beginning of June, the Salem 

Ferry began accepting MBTA passes 

as valid fare for commuters.  The City 

of Salem is extremely excited about 

the expansion of the MBTA pass on 

the Salem Ferry which creates more 

options and increased convenience for 

Salem residents and commuters.  The 

Cityõs appreciation is especially strong 

given the fact that we are now in the 

middle of a very challenging financial 

climate.  The willingness of the MBTA 

to enter into these discussions and 

advance this one -year pilot program 

despite these hurdles ought to be com-

mended.  

The monthly MBTA boat pass and 

commuter rail pass zones 5 ð 8 are 

honored as valid fare on the Salem 

Ferry for the following weekday com-

muter trips:  7:00 a.m. from Salem; 

and the 5:10 p.m. and 7:10 p.m. from 

Bostonõs Long Wharf.   In addition, the 

monthly boat pass will be valid on 

MBTA services up to commuter rail 

Zone 4.   

In January, MBTA operations staff met 

with the City of Salem to discuss im-

provements to transit options for MBTA 

passholders.  A pilot program was pro-

posed to pro-

vide North 

Shore ferry 

commuters 

with a seamless 

transition into 

the MBTA sys-

tem; provide an 

added benefit 

to existing 

MBTA com-

muter rail passholders; and raise public 

awareness of water transportation ser-

vices in Boston Harbor.   

With the summer upon us, and ferry 

service a popular transportation option, 

this partnership could not have come at 

a better time.  This expansion of ser-

vices is providing customers choices to 
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Salem Ferry Now Accepts MBTA Commuter Pass  

their everyday commute.  Commuter 

rail riders can alternate from train to 

ferry and North Shore ferry customers 

are now enjoying a smooth transition 

onto the MBTA system.  

Part of the ongoing effort to 

raise awareness of water 

transportation services, 

MBTA staff, in partnership 

with the City of Salem, is 

promoting the program on 

the City of Salemõs web site 

www.salem.com  and on the 

Tõs www.mbta.com .  In addi-

tion, North Shore customers 

can purchase passes at two 

locations in Salem:  Red Lion Smoke 

Shop, 94 Washington Street and Salem 

Ferry Operator, 10 Blaney Street.  All 

passes are available at Red Lion Smoke 

Shop while only the ferry passes are 

available through the ferry operator.  

If you commute into Boston for work 

donõt let this opportunity pass you by!  

 

Cigarette òAsh Urnó Disposal Units Made Available to Businesses   

tions have been accepted and 

recipients of the ash urns will 

be chosen by lottery in the 

near future.  

Thank you to the Beautifica-

tion Committee for developing 

this unique program and the 

Salem Main Streets organiza-

tion for all their help and sup-

port of this program.  It will 

certainly have a positive effect 

on the cleanliness of the 

downtown area.  

The City's Community Devel-

opment Block Grant program 

has committed to purchase six 

of these cigarette receptacles.  

All applicants must have 

agreed to adhere to the pro-

gram guidelines which simply 

include regular maintenance 

of the urns.  

Any business within the 

downtown area was permitted 

to apply to enter the lottery 

for these ash urns.  Applica-

As part of the Salem Beautification 

Committee's efforts to promote itõs 

Anti -litter Campaign, the City and 

Salem Main Streets are spearhead-

ing a new beautification and anti -

litter initiative for downtown Salem.  

Through grant funds a downtown 

ash urn program is being made avail-

able for businesses, giving them the 

opportunity to receive a free ash urn 

($180 value) to place in front of or 

adjacent to their stores in exchange 

for the storeowners' commitment to 

routinely empty and keep it clean.  

City and Gordon College Receive $249,000 for Old Town Hall  

the assistance and support of Gordon 

College.  Gordonõs Institute 

for Public History has taken 

over the management and 

maintenance of Old Town 

Hall and thus far has done a 

terrific job.  Not only have 

they made great strides at 

Old Town Hall but have man-

aged to make Pioneer Village open to 

the public for the first time in years.  

The $249,000 will be utilized to make 

repairs to utilities, renovate 

windows, upgrade the struc-

tural supports to allow larger 

audiences in the upper floors 

and enhance the bathrooms in 

the basement which are now 

open to the public.  

These grant dollars would most cer-

tainly have not been secured without 

The City was recently awarded a total of 

$249,000 to help with repairs of Old 

Town Hall.  $174,000 was received from 

the state through the Massachusetts 

Cultural Council and another $75,000 

was awarded through the Partners in 

Preservation competition.  Salemõs Old 

Town Hall placed second in the Partners 

in Preservation òAmerican Idol-likeó 

competition behind the Paragon Carou-

sel of Nantasket.  

http://www.salem.com/
http://www.mbta.com/


The South River Harborwalk is being 

constructed on property owned by the 

City of Salem and National Grid.   The 

City of Salem will construct a  20 foot 

wide (ten feet wide  walkway with a ten 

foot landscaped buffer), 1,100 foot long 

concrete and tim-

ber Harborwalk 

along the west and 

south sides of the 

South River creat-

ing a new public 

accessway extend-

ing from Derby 

Street to the Congress Street Bridge. 

Once completed, the Harborwalk will 

connect to future Harborwalk sections 

to be constructed by others along the 

north side of the South River and to a 

planned Harborwalk across the Con-

gress Street Bridge along the 

Pickering Wharf Hotel site.   The Har-

borwalk includes a small public plaza 

at the Derby Street entrance that 

will  function as an inviting gateway to 

the South River Harborwalk. Addition-

ally, the Harborwalk construction in-

cludes the installation of period light-

ing, seating benches, solar -powered 

trash receptacles, 3 interpretive signs 

discussing the history of the South 

River and how it has changed over 

time, 

etc.  The construction  also 

includes repairs to the ex-

isting granite seawall and 

installation of a new steel 

sheetpile wall  at the west-

ern end of the South 

River.   

A portion of the Harborwalk is cur-

rently  being constructed as part of the 

creation of a  waterfront park which 

directly abuts the South River Harbor-

walk at 15 Peabody Street (by Quirk 

Construction).   The remainder of the 

Harborwalk  construction was 

just  awarded to local contractor North 

Shore Marine.   The long awaited ap-

proval by National Grid  was finally 

obtained by  the City on August 1, 2009 

via the execution of  a Lease Agree-

ment, which allows the City to con-

struct and maintain the Harborwalk 

through a portion of their property.  

The City and Vine Associates  held a 

Pre-Construction Meeting  with the 

Contractor last Friday, August 

7th.   Mobilization on site by the Con-

tractor will start on Monday, August 

17th and construction activity will 

likely begin later that week.   The Har-

borwalk  construction should be fin-

ished by May 31, 2010.  

Construction of the Harborwalk will 

implement an important element of the 

Salem Harbor Plan, which is to create 

both physical and visual access to the 

waterfront and reconnect  Downtown 

Salem to its waterfront.  The City is 

extremely excited to finally have the 

project begin and, once completed will 

transform the Cityõs waterfront and 

make an important connection between 

Pickering Wharf, the Point Neighbor-

hood and Salemõs downtown.  

Harborwalk Construction Set to Begin this Month  
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On Wednesday, August 12 th , Salem 

came alive with the unmistakable bee -

hive hum of professional bicycle rac-

ing. North Shore residents and bicy-

cling fans from across the country ex-

perienced one of the countryõs most 

unique bicy-

cle races.  

Once again, 

the 2009 

Witches 

Cup provided cycling fans a breathtak-

ing front -row seat at a professional 

cycling event. With speeds averaging 

25-35 mph and reaching up to 45 mph 

during sprints and attacks, it was a 

tremendously exciting race. One hun-

dred riders competed throughout the 

70 lap,  35 mile race around the his-

toric Salem Common. The crowds were 

just feet from the racers and were able 

to see all the action during the ½ mile 

loop around the Salem Common.  

SunLight Solar and CinemaSalem 

presented a FREE showing of 

òBreaking Awayó on the day of the 

race. Residents and visitors were 

able to start off a great family day 

with a movie that has inspired gen-

erations of pro and amateur cyclists!  

This yearõs group of Witches Cup 

participants was star studded, in-

cluding Beverly 

native Tim John-

son, team captain 

of the HealthNet 

Pro Cycling Team, 

Multiple National Cyclocross Cham-

pion and winner of Australia's Her-

ald Sun Tour. Also Lyne Bessette 

raced in the Womenõs race.  She is a 

Beverly resident, two -time member 

of the Canadian Olympic team, win-

ner of the prestigious Tour de l'Aude 

Feminin as and the 2001 Women's 

Challenge, as well as a Beijing Olym-

pic Cycling commentator in 2004.  

This year, the Witches Cup fea-

tured racing at all levels ñ

Amateur Men and Women as 

well as Elite Men and Women.   

The Witches Cup, Salemõs cycling race 

is now in its third year after a success-

ful rebirth of the historic race. In the 

cycling boom of the 1980s, Salem 

proudly hosted annual elite caliber 

bicycle events with national exposure. 

In 2000, the Witches Cup was part of 

the Americaõs Cup.  

The first edition Witches Cup ran from 

1979 to 2001 as a top-level national 

event with such cyclists as Eric Hei-

den, Leonard Nitz and Frankie An-

dreau. Race organizers have revived 

Salemõs strong bicycle racing tradition 

and made the 2009 Witches Cup a 

highly anticipated event.  

The 2009 Witches Cup is hosted by 

Salem Cycle and team Comprehensive 

Racing. 

A big thank you to Dan Shuman of 

Salem Cycle and the rest of the team 

for all of their work and dedication to 

bring back this wonderful cycling 

event to the City of Salem for all of our 

residents to enjoy!  

Witches Cup Returns to Salem Common  

http://www.salemcycle.com/
http://www.comprehensive-racing.com/
http://www.comprehensive-racing.com/


As part of a state mandated real estate 

inspection process, the Cityõs Assess-

ing Department plans to begin inspec-

tions on all properties in the City to 

meet state recertification require-

ments.  

The City is working with the Massa-

chusetts Department of Revenue 

(DOR) on its triennial certification.  

This includes detailed analysis of cur-

rent assessment levels, uniformity and 

market trends over the last three 

years and is conducted in every com-

munity across the Commonwealth.  To 

develop this minimum reassessment 

program requires a close working rela-

tionship between the City and DOR to 

develop a òwork planó to ensure that 

all benchmarks are met.  

On top of the triennial certifications, 

the City is also in the process of com-

pleting its state mandated ten -year 

cyclical inspections which requires all  

properties to be inspected within the 

last ten years.  The City is currently 

in its last year to complete these in-

spections which are required by DOR 

to meet certification requirements.  

These inspections help to ensure that 

all taxable property in the City of Sa-

lem, and throughout the Common-

wealth, is assessed at its fair market 

value to maintain accuracy and fair-

ness of citywide assessments.  Over 

ing roadway, sidewalk and other in-

frastructure needs.  

To meet these goals, City officials cre-

ated a capital plan that is fiscally re-

sponsible and transparent.  The plan 

includes a particular focus to improve-

ments in the Cityõs parks and play-

grounds as well as city infrastructure 

above and below the ground.  Recrea-

tional opportunities will vastly in-

crease and improve as a result of our 

capital plan.  Five playgrounds are 

planned for complete renovation in 

the City (Forest 

River Park is al-

ready completed) 

along with the 

creation of a new 

park which will 

connect to a new 

harborwalk along 

the South River.  

Another field at 

Witchcraft 

Heights elemen-

tary School is 

being improved.  

In addition, the 

Cityõs public pool will be improved and 

at Salem Willows Park upgrades to 

the pavilions are underway which fol-

low improvements to the seawall, pier 

and public restrooms.  Lastly, a new, 

state -of-the-art Senior Center/

Assessorõs Office to Inspect Properties 
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The Cityõs second annual Capital 

Improvement Plan (CIP) has re-

ceived approval from the Salem City 

Council.  

Last year was the first time a com-

prehensive citywide CIP had been 

created, and certainly the first time 

our capital needs had been identified 

and integrated into our budget plan-

ning process.  This yearõs CIP builds 

off of our successes in the prior year 

while continuing to address capital 

needs in a professional and system-

atic approach.  

The Cityõs de-

sire not only to 

meet our capi-

tal needs, but 

more impor-

tantly match-

ing them with 

realistic fund-

ing sources, 

has paid off 

huge divi-

dends. 

Our main 

goals when initially implementing 

the CIP were improving the overall 

budgeting process and accountabil-

ity; overhauling and renovating 

parks, playgrounds and recreational 

spaces, and also improving service 

delivery in these areas; and address-

Community Life Center is planned 

for construction to offer improved 

programming, services and recrea-

tional opportunities to seniors and 

the community at -large.  

Improvements to City streets and 

sidewalks, along with other infra-

structure improvements are a large 

focus of the capital plan.  Last year, 

the City funded a $1.5 million city-

wide street repaving program and 

plans to initiate a project similar in 

scope this year.  In addition, exten-

sive sidewalk repairs were funded as 

part of the capital plan.  Other infra-

structure related improvements in-

clude the reconstruction of a seawall 

on Hubon Street; improvements to 

flooding issues in the South River 

Basin, and along Forrester Street 

and Moffat Road; sewer line replace-

ment and investigations; water main 

replacement; and the implementa-

tion of a water meter replacement 

program, to name a few.  

To fund these improvements the City 

strategically pursues available op-

tions from grants at the state and 

federal levels, and also utilizes mon-

ies available from water and sewer 

earnings and capital bonding.  From 

a financing perspective, priority is 

given to projects with grant revenues 

to offset costs. 

the coming months (starting in 

August), members of the Asses-

sors Office will be gathering prop-

erty information throughout city 

neighborhoods.  The inspections 

will include residential, commer-

cial and industrial properties.  All 

employees conducting inspections 

will be properly identified with an 

official City of Salem identifica-

tion badge.  

Should any resident have ques-

tions regarding the recertification 

process they should call the Asses-

sors Office at 978 -619-5608.  Resi-

dent cooperation will be critical 

throughout this process.  

Second Annual Capital Improvement Plan Approved by Council  



Cityõs Recycling Rates Increase by 10%! 
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Last Fall the headlines predicted 

doom and gloom for the recycling in-

dustry along with the rest of the econ-

omy.  At the time, Salem's recycling 

rates had just been compared to sur-

rounding communities and were the 

lowest on the North Shore.  Over the 

last six months, recycling rates have 

improved greatly and the recycling 

market is starting to rebound.  The 

City attributes the recycling rate in-

crease to the availability of weekly 

recycling and an extensive outreach 

program initiated by Salem Recycles, 

the Cityõs Recycling Committee. 

Last September the City was recycling 

about 9% on average; embarrassingly 

below the State average of over 30%.  

Since November Salemõs recycling 

rate has held steadily around 19%.  

This percentage reflects the increase 

in curbside recycling, and includes the 

public recycling program initiated by 

Salem Recycles last summer.  

Throughout the City there are recy-

cling kiosks and bright blue 

òcanablesó which allow the public to 

recycle downtown, at the Willows and 

other parks, and at City -wide events.  

Northside Carting reports that the 

recycling kiosks are emptied every 

Salem Residents:  Free Admission to Museum of Science  
Continued to Page 1  

two days; and they are always full.   

The bright blue òcanablesó, which now 

number over 35, are used for events 

as well as seasonally utilized at the 

golf course.  While the percentage 

increase in recycling is significant, 

there is still much work to be done.  

DEP dictates that 75% of trash is re-

cyclable, and has a statewide goal of 

56% by 2012. 

The low hanging fruit has 

always been recycled - news-

papers, bottles, cans are all 

easily collectable. Salem 

Recycles has done a great 

deal of work on the Sa-

lem.com\recycling website to show 

many other items that can be recy-

cled. How about all those cereal, tis-

sue and medicine boxes? What about 

those empty plastic bottles for pre-

scriptions? How about paperback 

books, junk mail and empty cleaning 

bottles?   If every household began 

adding these items to their weekly 

recycling; the percentages would con-

tinue to increase.  MassRecycles notes 

that over 1.6 million tons of used pa-

per is not recycled every year. This is 

enough paper to fill Fenway Park to a 

height of the Prudential Center!  

You might be saying òwhy bother to 

recycle, how does it helpó? If items are 

not recycled they must be trashed; 

and the only options for trash are 

landfill disposal or incineration.  Both 

options create environmental prob-

lems from global warming to ground-

water pollution.   Recycling is not just 

more environmentally friendly but 

also less expensive, even in the 

recent market downturn.  DEP 

cites that each ton of recycling 

saves $60; resulting in tens of 

thousands of dollars annually 

in avoided costs.  For example, 

the amount of paper not recy-

cled last year in Massachu-

setts could power over 300,000 house-

holds for an entire year! The jobs cre-

ated in Massachusetts alone by the 

recycling industry generate $3.5 bil-

lion in sales receipts and over $350 

million in payroll dollars.  

So, please help us continue to increase 

our citywide recycling rates by taking 

advantage of our curbside program.  

Thereõs no limit on recycling - so put 

out as much as you can!  If you have 

comments or suggestions, please con-

tact the Cityõs Engineering Depart-

ment at (978) 619 -5679. 

with a valid Massachusetts driver's 

license or identification card indicat-

ing Salem residency. Mugar Omni 

Theater passes must be exchanged 

for a timed ticket with valid identifi-

cation. Salem residents must obtain 

passes in the mail or from a distribu-

tion center prior to arriving at the 

Museum.  

Throughout the month of September, 

the Mugar Omni Theater will show 

Adrenaline Rush: The Science of 

Risk, Amazon, Deep Sea, Antarctica 

(opening September 4), and Mystic 

India. Exhibit hall highlights include 

Colossal Fossil: Triceratops Cliff, 

Thompson Theater of Electricity, 

Gordon Current Science & Technol-

ogy Center presentations, design 

challenges, and much more. For more 

information please call 617/723 -2500 

or visit mos.org.   

Bradford Washburn. It was Dr. Al-

bright who joined Read and 

Washburn for an expedition to the 

summit of Mount McKinley 

in 1955 to research who 

made the first successful 

assent of the 20,300 -foot 

mountain in 1907.  

The September program in-

cludes free Exhibit Halls and 

Omni Theater passes for all 

Salem families, individuals, 

and children. Passes will be 

mailed to each Salem household in 

late August. To obtain additional 

passes, residents can visit one of 

three distribution centers, which 

include Salem City Hall, Salem 

Public Library, and the Salem 

Parks and Recreation Department. 

Exhibit Hall passes can be pre-

sented at the Museum entrance 

ber.  

The Read Family 

Charitable Trust, 

under the direc-

tion of Dr. Nile 

Albright, has a 

long history of 

generously foster-

ing science educa-

tion in the City of 

Salem.  By spon-

soring Septem-

ber Salem Days , the trust has con-

tinued that tradition and the City is 

thrilled to partner with its trustees 

to ensure every Salem resident has 

the opportunity to take advantage of 

this exciting program.  

Norman H. Read was a close friend 

and colleague of Museum founder 
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The City soon plans to review re -use 

options for the current Council on 

Aging (COA) building on Broad 

Street.     

Earlier this year the City Council 

approved fund-

ing and acquisi-

tion of a site at 

the corner of 

Boston and 

Bridge for con-

struction of a 

new state of the 

art community 

life/senior cen-

ter.  As part of 

funding for that 

initiative, the City proposed selling 

the current COA building as a way to 

help pay for the new facility and the 

Council approved a surplus designa-

tion of the property.  The Salem Re-

development Authority (SRA) has 

been asked to spearhead the re -use 

discussions to determine options, 

conduct a re -use analysis and ulti-

mately provide a building disposition 

recommendation.   

The SRA has undertaken several 

similar public building 

review and disposition 

efforts, most notably 

the Salem Jail and Old 

Town Hall.  In both 

examples, their efforts 

have included an 

analysis and overview 

of the current build-

ingõs condition, input 

from experts on feasi-

ble re-use options, as 

well as public input on potential re -

use concepts and proposals.  This 

approach will be very similar to the 

one used for this project.     

Municipal office re -use will be consid-

ered and any redevelopment would 

require the historic preservation of 

the building.  The process will 

likely take approximately 6 months 

to conclude and have a recommen-

dation for re -use by the end of the 

calendar year.  In the end, it will 

be the City Council that will need 

to approve any proposal for the 

building.  

With the condition of the current 

building severely deteriorating, 

fortunately the City expects the 

permitting process for the new sen-

ior center on the corner of Boston 

and Bridge Street to commence in 

the early Fall of this year.  Due to 

the importance of knowing the out-

come of how this building will be re

-used and what impact, if any, this 

will have on the financing model 

established for the new senior cen-

ter facility, it is important for the 

SRA to begin work on this initia-

tive as soon as possible.   

Art Throb :  A New Way to Learn About Art on the North Shore  
The North Shore has a new magazine 

about art and culture and itõs based 

right here in downtown Salem. Art 

Throb  is only available online and is 

catching on with hundreds of new 

visitors every day.  

Founder and 

Editor Dinah 

Cardin is 

known around 

town as the first 

staff writer for 

the Salem Gazette and from her years 

spent as the arts writer for North 

Shore Sunday.  

The online magazine fills a niche, is 

local and is exclusively available 

online.  

The magazine is funded by a combina-

tion of members and sponsors through 

advertising dollars. Readers do not 

have to pay to visit the site. The 

online magazineõs focus are arts or-

ganizations and events that take 

place around the city of Salem and 

the rest of the North Shore.  

Art Throb chronicles the importance 

of art in our everyday lives.  It re-

minds us that art is in the cracks and 

crevasses of the sidewalk, in a way of 

looking at life, and in the people 

around usñart is community.  

Though the magazine went online May 

15, an official launch party with over 

100 guests took place 

June 18 at Gulu Gulu 

Café. 

About 40 writers from 

various North Shore 

communities provide the content. They 

are freelance journalists, poets, fiction 

writers, English teachers and people 

who love to write. They are often art-

ists writing about other artists or 

about themselves.  For example, a 

huge music fan takes readers all over 

the North Shore every night of the 

week to hear his favorite bands.  

Several students and recent graduates 

of Salem State College are interning 

and writing for the magazine. It has 

already featured Salem Stateõs sum-

mer theater program, a writerõs group 

that meets at the Salem Athenaeum 

and Rep. John Keenan in his role as 

the chair of the State Joint Committee 

on Tourism, Arts and Cultural Devel-

opment. When the Salem Farmerõs 

Market opened, Art Throb  ran a 

story featuring urban farmers and 

the subtle art of raising ducks in the 

city and planting your whole yard 

with food.  

The interactive magazine also in-

cludes music, video, a slideshow of 

the photographer of the week and 

instant comments from readers. Ad-

ditional columns focus on food, wine, 

travel, fashion and dating. A com-

plete calendar called MUST provides 

a daily resource of events on the 

North Shore.  

More Art Throb  meet and greet 

events are planned for the summer 

when the magazine teams up with 

other arts organizations. To view the 

site and see a video about Art Throb 

made by Salem filmmaker Joe Cul-

trera, visit www.nsartthrob.com . 

To read a complete Q and A with 

Dinah Cardin about Art Throb, go to 

the web site of Art Throbõs fiscal 

sponsor, Fractured Atlas, based in 

New York City:  http://

www.fracturedatlas.org/site/

blog/2009/06/18/featured -member-art

-throb/ . 

http://www.nsartthrob.com/
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