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Welcome to the ninth edition 

of FYI Salem .   

Well é we survived another 

October!  This year, Haunted 

Happenings and Halloween 

were as successful as ever 

despite the slowing economy.  

Halloween, falling on a Satur-

day was of particular concern 

and ended up drawing close to 

100,000 people to our City.  

Despite the larger than nor-

mal crowds, most everyone 

was well -behaved and left the 

City at the end of the night in 

an orderly manner.  All in all, 

it was a fun, family -friendly 

event and an enjoyable month 

of October.  It became a lot 

more enjoyable for all of us 

when we found out that the 

City made a profit of a little 

over $270,000 - $70,000 more 

than last year.  This fact, 

makes it a little easier for all 

of us to suffer through some 

of the challenges that October 

can bring.  I continue to be 

amazed each and every year 

by the spectacle that Hallow-

een has become in Salem.   

Now that Halloween has 

ended, we turn our attention 

to the other holiday season ñ

Thanksgiving and Christmas.    

When your out holiday shop-

ping visit downtown and shop 

at our quality retail and eclec-

tic shops.  Support our down-

town and shop local ñyou 

wonõt regret it!   

Throughout the winter 

months, there are also count-

less events for you to enjoy 

like Santaõs arrival from the 

top of the Hawthorne Hotel 

organized by the Chamber of 

Commerce and the Christmas 

Tree Lighting taking place on 

the Essex Street Pedestrian 

Mall at the fountain outside 

of Museum Place.  The His-

toric Salem Inc. (HSI) Christ-

mas House Tour is set to take 

place and the outdoor skating 

rink will also make another 

appearance on the Salem 

Common (weather permit-

ting).  Holiday Happenings in 

Salem is a great time to enjoy 

all that we have to offer.      

In this edition of FYI Salem , 

youõll read about the appoint-

ment of our new Police Chief, 

the funding of the new MBTA 

Commuter Station project, the 

new Senior Center moving  

forward and some positive 

news on City finances.  

While we continue to face chal-

lenges, I am proud of our City 

and all that we have accom-

plished.  Despite the hurdles 

that exist, we are well poised 

and in a strong position to 

manage through them.  Money 

remains tight but what we 

have is being managed profes-

sionally and responsibly.  And 

not only that, private invest-

ment and interest remains 

strong.  We are excited about 

much of this progress and hope 

you enjoy reading these up-

dates!  
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On October 1st, Mayor 

Kimberley Driscoll ap-

pointed Captain Paul 

Tucker as the new Police 

Chief to lead the 80 -

member Department into 

the 21 st Century.  

Chief Tucker is well 

equipped to head one of the 

premier Police Depart-

ments in the Common-

wealth.  His decorated ca-

reer, professionalism and 

commitment to the job will 

serve the Department and 

the City well for many years 

to come. 

Chief Tucker has served in 

the Salem Police Depart-

ment for over 20 years ð 

since 1983.  He quickly 

moved up the ranks and led 

the Criminal Investigation 

Division for 17 years.  His 

dedication to the well -being 

of the residents of Salem 

was self-evident early on  

and he has earned countless 

commendations and cita-

tions for his heroic actions 

and meritorious service over 

the years.  

His Criminal Investigation 

Division is held in high es-

teem throughout the region 

as a leader in investigative 

work and ultimately appre-

hending criminals and keep-

ing the streets of Salem safe.  

Before being appointed 



Last month, Governor Patrick an-

nounced that a new, state -of-the-art 

Commuter Parking Facility will move 

forward at the Salem Train Station 

thanks to a full funding commitment 

from the state.  This project will in-

clude close to 1,000 parking spaces, 

approximately 500 more than pres-

ently exist, as 

well as a wait-

ing area for com-

muters and visi-

tors.  

The project will 

be funded 

through existing 

Department of 

Capital Asset 

Management 

(DCAM) monies 

(committed as 

part of the 

Courthouse project), federal transit 

dollars secured by Congressman Tier-

ney and state and local sources.   In 

addition to the committed federal and 

DCAM funds, the state will fund a 

substantial portion of the total $40+ 

million project costs and will now 

work with the MBTA and the City to 

finalize each party's contribution to the 

project.  

The MBTA station in Salem is one of 

the most heavily used in the system 

and requires significant investment.   It 

serves not only hundreds of daily com-

muters but also is a point of arrival for 

thousands of tour-

ists and visi-

tors.  The existing 

surface parking 

lot is routinely 

filled before 8:00 

a.m. on weekdays 

and certainly does 

not meet the 

needs of the com-

muters that use 

the facility on a 

regular basis.    

This project will 

be transforma-

tional to the City, our economy and our 

commuters.   The construction of a new 

commuter station in Salem has been 

on the drawing board for over two dec-

ades.  To finally see it move forward is 

amazing and a huge credit to Governor 

Deval Patrick, Congressman John 

Tierney, State Senator Fred Berry 

and State Representative John 

Keenan who all played important 

roles in keeping this project on track.  

The Salem Partnership has also been 

a key advocate to help advance the 

new garage.  The City is very excited 

and encouraged by this news.    

City officials are now actively en-

gaged and working with state and 

MBTA representatives on the pro-

ject.  Fortunately, there also will be 

plenty of opportunity for residents to 

share input with the City and MBTA 

with the design plans at 15%.  As the 

project meets important design 

thresholds additional public meet-

ings will take place.  

In addition to the MBTA parking 

garage and train station, the City 

plans to pursue the development of 

the City -owned lot adjacent to the 

MBTA property ð the crescent -

shaped parking lot on the Bridge 

Street side.  The lot could potentially 

host a mixed -use building including 

anything from office space, to retail 

and restaurant uses.  The City is 

equally excited about the potential 

that this development holds.  

New MBTA Train Station Becomes a Reality  
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Cityõs Bond Rating Upgraded  

the Cityõs work to improve the 

management of its finances.  This 

is confirmation that, despite the 

down economy Salem is managing 

its resources as well as it can.  

Reasons for the upgrade cited by 

Standard and Poorõs include the 

Cityõs improved financial manage-

ment procedures which began in 

2007 and budget changes that 

eliminated the negative general 

fund balance in FY2008 allowing 

for structurally balanced budgets 

in FY2009 and 2010.  A stable area 

employment and good household 

incomes, extremely strong per cap-

ita market values and low net debt 

position are other reasons men-

tioned for the bond rating increase.  

regard to the Cityõs approach to 

budgeting both operational and capi-

tal needs.  Soon after Mayor Driscoll 

took Office, the Cityõs bond rating 

was decreased based on inherited 

practices of financial mismanage-

ment and irresponsible spending.  

Thankfully, working collaboratively 

with the City Council, the Admini-

stration has tightened the Cityõs fi-

nancial policies, developed more effi-

cient ways to deliver City services, 

reigned in spending and enhanced 

revenues where feasible.  

The Cityõs Finance Team deserves a 

lot of credit for their efforts to con-

tinue to improve our financial posi-

tion especially during these challeng-

ing times.  The bond rating upgrade 

is a great acknowledgement of all of 

The City of Salem recently received 

some unexpected, very good news. 

Following a telephone conference 

call a few weeks ago with City offi-

cials, including Mayor Kim Driscoll, 

and representatives from Standard 

and Poorõs, the Cityõs bond rating 

was increased from ôA-ô to ôAõ based 

on their view of the Cityõs improved 

financial management procedures 

and sound budgeting practices.  The 

call was originally scheduled to dis-

cuss the City incurring short and 

long term debt as part of the re-

cently adopted Capital Improve-

ment Plan.  

The increased bond rating will help 

decrease the Cityõs borrowing costs 

and sends a positive message with 



The City of Salem recently com-

pleted a major intersection im-

provement and reconfiguration at 

Congress, Peabody and Ward 

Street.  

This project has 

been in the works 

for a couple of 

years.  In 2007, 

the City received a 

Brownfields 

Cleanup Grant 

from the Environ-

mental Protection 

Agency (EPA) to remediate the 

property at 61 Ward Street which 

is at the center of this intersection 

and formerly was the location of a 

small building that functioned as a 

gas station years ago.  

The cleanup grant totaled $200,000 

with a $40,000 match provided by 

the City.  The redevelopment of 

this intersection was driven by the 

need to create a safer intersection, 

remove the blight associated with an 

abandoned and neglected building, 

and construct a pocket 

park in the Point area ð 

one of our densest 

neighborhoods.  

Following an extensive 

public process, work 

finally began in April of 

2009.  Cleanup activi-

ties included removal of 

small quantities of lead 

paint, chemicals, and asbestos con-

taminated material located in the 

abandoned building.   Following the 

deleading and abatement of the aban-

doned building, it was demolished and 

properly disposed of.  

The intersection was then reconfig-

ured to improve safety for both ve-

hicular and pedestrian traffic.  Con-
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City Completes Intersection Reconfiguration  

struction aspects of the project in-

cluded improved pedestrian access, 

including new crosswalks and side-

walks, new lighting, seating, land-

scaping, and upgrades to the storm-

water drainage system.  This project 

also provided National Grid with 

the opportunity to repair and re-

place vintage gas lines located in 

and around the project area.  The 

plantings and benches were in-

stalled in the pocket park in Sep-

tember and the final paving of the 

new intersection was completed in 

October. 

This project was a great success and 

after 2 years of hard work the City 

is very grateful that it is completed.  

This major investment in cleaning -

up a blighted area, as well as mak-

ing a very tricky intersection safer, 

is an important accomplishment for 

the City and the neighborhood.  

 

Thinking Outside the Barrel: the Perfect Pick -Up Contest  

ration of recyclable items. Paper 

must be placed in a separate con-

tainer (no plastic bags) while co -

mingled recycling (plastic, glass, 

aluminum) must be placed in an-

other container.   Each week one 

randomly selected household will 

win $50 just by following these sim-

ple rules.  

Register, either on -line under Trash/

Recycling: the Perfect Pick -Up; or by 

filling out a form available at Coun-

cil on Aging or City Hall.  By regis-

tering, you are agreeing to take the 

SalemRecycles pledge for appropri-

ate recycling practices.  

Each Friday a potential winner will 

be drawn on a random basis.  The 

recycling of the potential awardee 

will be checked for conformance with 

the appropriate practices; and if the 

household conforms they will be 

awarded a $50 debit card.  Each 

household is eligible to win one prize 

annually.  

The contest will continue for 26 con-

secutive weeks.  

has done a great or òperfectó job with 

their recycling that week.  The con-

test commences the week of Novem-

ber 30 when the first drawing for the 

weekly $50 prize will be held.  

The rules are easy. You 

must first register by agree-

ing to take the recycling 

pledge by completing a form 

available at City Hall An-

nex, 120 Washington Street -

4th  floor engineering; or the 

Council on Aging -5 Broad 

St; or going to 

www.Salem.com\recycling.  

Click onto òThe Perfect Pick- 

Upó and you will find a reg-

istration form and a poster 

explaining the correct sort-

ing of our dual stream sys-

tem.  Each Friday, a com-

pleted form will be chosen to poten-

tially win the next weekõs prize. This 

contest will run from December 2009 

through May 2010. Call 978 -619-5679 

with any questions.  

Just what is the Perfect Pick -Up? 

Itõs rather simple, itõs all in the sepa-

Salem has been a great success story 

by significantly reducing its waste 

and increasing its recycling partici-

pation. While average recycling 

rates have improved from 9% to 

19%; Salem 

still has a long 

way to go to 

achieve their 

ambitious goal 

of 30%.  Sa-

lemRecycles, 

the Cityõs vol-

unteer recy-

cling commit-

tee, has con-

ducted many 

initiatives to 

successfully 

improve recy-

cling aware-

ness. 

The latest SalemRecycles initiative 

involves the òPerfect Pick -Upó, a 

contest sponsored by North Shore 

Recycled Fibers, the Cityõs recycling/

disposal vendor.  This contest will 

reward a lucky Salem resident who 



The owners of the vacant lot on the 

corner of Boston and Bridge Street 

have announced they plan to file 

with the City this month to begin the 

permitting process for the project to 

construct a new state -of-the-art sen-

ior center.  

High Rock LLC, the owners of the 

former 

Sylvania 

site have 

released 

prelimi-

nary ren-

derings of 

the Gate-

way Center building that will be 

home to the Cityõs new senior center.  

The proposed building beautifully 

wraps around the corner of Boston 

and Bridge Street at 2 -stories.  As it 

moves down Bridge Street it steps up 

to 3 and then 4 -stories.  It includes a 

magnificent atrium enclosed in glass 

to give an open-air feeling to visitors 

which will serve as one of the en-

trances to the senior center and 

bridge that facility with a new fitness 

center proposed for the space at the 

corner.  

High Rock 

LLC is mov-

ing forward 

with this 

project due 

to their 

strong belief 

that the City 

of Salem is poised for investment and 

represents as an attractive place to 

build a new commercial complex, 

despite not having commitments in 

place for full occupancy in the upper 

floor office space. 

A new senior center project has been 

in the pipeline for more than a dec-

ade.  The current senior center facil-

ity is severely deteriorating and is 

need of significant investment and 

renovation.  It is comprised of 15,000 

square feet on three separate levels 

and only offers 25 off -street parking 

spaces.  The building also has accessi-

bility and other limitation that hin-

der that Cityõs ability to provide new 

and enhanced senior programming.  

The new facility at the Boston and 

Bridge Street site will be 20,000 

square feet on one floor and has ac-

cess to over 370 parking spaces. 

The City and developers are hopeful 

that construction will begin by Spring 

2010. 

New Senior Center Project Moving Forward  
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This year, the City of Salem has 

raised close to $5,000 to support the 

Salem Award and its not done yet!  

In March, Mayor Driscoll requested 

authorization from the City Council 

to establish a revolving fund to collect 

a 25 cent surcharge on tickets to the 

Witch House, which was also ap-

proved by the Park 

and Recreation 

Commission.  The 

monies collected by 

the surcharge are to 

be dedicated to help 

defray costs and 

expenses associated 

with the annual 

Salem Award for 

Human Rights and 

Social Justice, in 

particular the care and upkeep of the 

Salem Witch Trials Memorial.  This 

year through September (not includ-

ing October), the City has been able 

to raise $5,000 for the Salem Award.  

The Salem Award for Human Rights 

and Social Justice Foundation was 

established in 2001 to carry on the 

work of the Salem Witch Trials Ter-

centenary Committee, which pre-

sented the first Salem Award in 

1992.  The purpose of the Award is 

to encourage an understanding of 

the lessons of the Salem Witch Tri-

als in the context of contemporary 

life.  If one were to study the Salem 

Witch Trials, it is clear that order 

was restored to 

the Salem com-

munity by the 

outspoken pro-

tests of a few good 

citizens who 

spoke bravely and 

acted coura-

geously in opposi-

tion to the pre-

vailing chaos that 

existed at the time.  In Salem in 

1692, several individuals risked 

their lives to speak against the op-

pression of the trials and to call for 

order and forgiveness.  Today, we 

continue to depend upon those few 

individuals who will not be silenced 

by fear and social disorder.  In so 

doing, the Salem Award seeks to 

recognize and honor present day 

champions of human rights and social 

justice.  

The Salem Award Foundation, under 

the leadership of both the City of Sa-

lem and Salem State College, works in 

cooperation with local museums, the 

National Park Service, members of 

the business community and the pub-

lic at large, to establish selection crite-

ria, solicit potential award recipients, 

and sort through nomination forms.  

In addition to the Salem Award Pro-

gram, there are often accompanying 

symposiums held which bring to-

gether experts to present an in -depth 

consideration of issues related to the 

work of the Salem Award recipient.  

Given the origin of Witch House re-

ceipts, it seems fitting that a portion 

of these revenues go toward funding 

the Salem Award Foundation and the 

upkeep of the Witch Trials Memorial, 

both of which seek to recognize, honor, 

and perpetuate a commitment to so-

cial justice and human rights ð an 

enduring lesson of the Salem Witch 

Trials.  

City Raises $5,000 to Support Salem Award  


