Bid # J-42
Bid Conditions, Specifications and Requirements

To Furnish One Mobile Leaf and Trash Collecting Vehicle.
1.   This bid request is solicited to the General Public and a contract will be awarded pursuant to the rules set forth in Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws and subject to approval of the Mayor of the City of Salem, Salem, Massachusetts.

2.   The envelope containing the bid and required information must be sealed and marked with bidder's name, description of bid, bid number and date of opening, which is 10:00 AM, May, 21, 2008. The Bidder must sign the bottom of the Bid Cover Sheet, as well as the attached Bid Form, if any. 

3.   All bidders must sign the enclosed attestation clause regarding Massachusetts State tax returns and certificate of non-collusion and submit it with their Bid.

4.   A bidder may correct, modify, or withdraw a bid by sealed, written notice clearly marked as a correction, modification, or withdrawal and received in the Office of the Salem Purchasing Agent prior to the time and date set for the bid opening.

5.   Additional contract conditions and requirements applicable to the procurement are incorporated in Exhibit A, attached hereto.

6.   Failure to respond to this bid, either with prices or by returning a "no bid" response, will result in the bidder not automatically receiving bid materials for similar bid requests.

7.   Bid quotations must be made on the Bid Form, if any and show the net delivered cost to the City of Salem on the front of the Cover Sheet.  

8.   Each bid must be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier's Check, Money Order or a Bid Bond in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid, payable to the City of Salem.  The successful bidder's check will be forfeited as liquidated damages in the case that the successful bidder fails or refuses to sign a contract for the delivery of the Mobile Leaf and Trash Collecting Vehicle within Ten (10) days after date of Notice of Intent to Award.

9.   At the time and place fixed for opening of bids, the City will cause to be opened and publicly read aloud every bid received within the time set for receiving bids, irrespective of any irregularities therein.  Bidders and other persons properly interested may be present, in person or by representative.

10.
DELIVERY
The Tractor shall be delivered within the time descried in the bidders bid documents. The successful bidder, at its own expense, shall have risk of loss insurance for the Tractor, and shall maintain such insurance until acceptance of the Tractor is made by the City of Salem.
Delivery of the Tractor is FOB Salem, Massachusetts.

11. Payment shall be made for the Tractor Thirty- (30) days after acceptance of the vehicle and receipt of a reasonably detailed invoice.

12.   The contract will be awarded within 30 days of the date of the bid opening to the responsive and responsible bidder with the lowest Bid Total.

13.      Information accompanying any item on this bid request which references a supplier's catalog part or order number, or gives a trade name or a brand name, or which may be reasonably implied from the descriptions thereof, was furnished by the City in order to establish their standard for quality and or performance of the product and not to limit participation by any bidder. The Purchasing Agent, as Chief Procurement Officer, finds that for said item there is a sufficient number of suppliers in the marketplace, such that a suitable number of competitive prices can be obtained as a result of this bid request, not withstanding the specifications which may be read as proprietary in nature.

13.
The Bid package must be delivered or sent and received at Office of the Purchasing Agent, 120 Washington Street 3rd Floor, Salem MA 01970 on or before the time and date of bid opening.  

14.
All Bids shall be complete, factual, and signed by an authorized officer of the Bidder’s company on both the cover page and the attached Bid Form (if any).  The Purchasing Agent may reject any bid, which is not properly signed, not according to prescribed form, incomplete, or otherwise contrary to instructions.

15.
The Bidder must fill in all unit prices and provide all the information requested in this bid.  

16.
All information provided by the Bidder must be typewritten.

17.
Any questions regarding any aspect of the Bid must be communicated in writing to the Purchasing Department.  It is in the bidder’s best interest to address these questions in writing as soon as possible to allow for a complete response by the City.  All questions must be received at the Purchasing Agent’s office no later than Five (5) days prior to bid opening. All written responses to questions will be forwarded to all vendors who receive the request for bids. 

18.
Any Asphalt Roller proposed other than what is specified must be at least equal in function, quality, durability, ease of use, and performance. The City of Salem shall be the sole judge of whether the Asphalt Roller proposed by the Bidder meets the specification of this Bid.

19.
There must be no assignments to third parties unless expressly agreed to in writing by the City of Salem

20.
The City is exempt from all taxes.

21. The specifications, terms, conditions, and detailed requirements will become part of any contract that results from this bid request.

22.
TRAINING: The Successful Bidder, at no additional expense to the City of Salem, shall be required to provide adequate training to City of Salem’s selected personnel at a time and date to be determined by the City of Salem. 
23.
INFORMATION REQUIRED

The successful bidder shall supply at time of delivery, complete operation and maintenance manuals covering the completed apparatus as delivered.  A permanent plate shall be mounted in the driver's compartment which specifies the quantity and type of fluids required including engine oil, engine coolant, transmission, and drive axle.
24.
INFRINGEMENT

The successful bidder shall defend any and all suits and hold harmless the City of Salem, its officers, agents, employees, assigns and successors in interest from and against any and all liability claims and costs including attorney’s fees arising from third party claims regarding ownership of any patented process.  The successful bidder, at its own expense, shall obtain rights to the patented process to make it non-infringing to ensure the required delivery schedule is met, as set forth in the Bid Documents.
25.
LIABILITY
The successful bidder shall defend any and all suits and assume all liability for the use of any patented process including any device or article forming a part of the apparatus or any appliance furnished under the awarded contract.

The City of Salem reserves the right to reject any and all bids, or to waive any informalities in the bidding process, if deemed in the City’s best interest.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE ABOVE CONDITIONS AND REQUIREMENTS OR ANY ATTACHED SPECIFICATIONS WILL BE JUSTIFICATION TO REJECT ANY BID AS INCOMPLETE.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

FOR
MOBILE LEAF AND TRASH COLLECTING VEHICLES

1.0 INTENT:
It is the intent of this specification to provide for the purchase of One (1) new and unused four wheel type self propelled vacuum unit capable of picking up cans, glass bottles, to a maximum size of 40 ounce capacity, paper, cups, clothing, wood, leaves and various types of refuse. The unit shall deposit debris into a rear-mounted container. The fan system, including impeller and casing, shall be fully protected from direct contact with litter and debris, and shall be fully filtered from direct contact with dirt and dust.  The unit shall have a hydraulically controlled vacuum arm and hose for debris pick up with a 270-degree working radius.

The following specification is based upon a MADVAC Model 101 mobile vacuum sweeper.  

The city has evaluated different types of vacuum sweepers and has determined that this product is best suited for its needs in safety, quality, performance, and standardization.  This specification is not to be interpreted as restrictive, but rather as a measure of the safety, quality and performance against which all sweepers bid will be compared.  In comparing bids, consideration will not be confined to price only.  A contract will be awarded for the product which best serves the interests of the City when cost, product, safety, quality and delivery are considered.  The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids or any part thereof, and to waive any minor technicalities.  A contract will be awarded to the bidder submitting the lowest responsible bid meeting the requirements.

2.0 EQUIVALENT PRODUCT
Bids will be accepted for consideration on any make or model that is equal or superior to the sweeper specified.  Decisions of equivalency and or superiority  will be at the sole interpretation of the City.  A blanket statement that equipment proposed will meet all requirements will not be sufficient to establish equivalence. Original manufacturer's brochures of the proposed unit are to be submitted with the bid.  All modifications made to the standard production unit described in the manufacturer's brochures must be certified by the manufacturer and submitted with the bid, or the bid will be deemed "non-responsive" and rejected without further review.  Bidder must be prepared to provide an extended demonstration of the exact chassis and body being offered for five (5) working days at no cost to the City.
3.0 INTERPRETATIONS
In order to be fair to all bidders, no oral interpretations will be given to any bidder as to the meaning of the specification documents or any part thereof.  Every request for such a consideration shall be made in writing, to the Purchasing Agent of City, Albert C. Hill, Jr., 120 Washington Street, 3rd Floor, Salem, MA 01970, seven days prior to the Bid opening date.  Based upon such inquiry, the City will issue an answer in the form of an Addenda to all Bidders of record. 

4.0 GENERAL
The specification herein states the minimum requirements of the City.  All bids must be regular in every respect.  Unauthorized conditions, limitations, or provisions shall be cause for rejection.  Any bid not prepared and submitted in accordance with the bid document and specification, or any bid lacking sufficient technical literature to enable the City to make a reasonable determination of compliance to the specification will be consider as "non-responsive" and rejected without further review.  It shall be the bidder's responsibility to carefully examine each item of the specification.  Failure to offer a completed bid or failure to respond to each section of the technical specification will cause the proposal to be rejected without further review.  All variances, exceptions and/or deviations shall be fully described in the appropriate section.  Deceit in responding to the specification will be cause for rejection.

5.0 ENGINE

5.1 Engine shall be a diesel powered 28 Hp, water-cooled industrial engine

5.2 To facilitate easier troubleshooting and operator awareness, analog gauges shall be provided for fuel, ammeter, and hour meter. 

5.3 Low oil pressure warning system shall be provided.

Exceptions:  _____________________________________________

6.0 TRANSMISSION 
6.1 Transmission shall be infinitely variable hydrostatic, 0-12 mph. 

6.2 To permit safer and faster cornering and easier curb climbing, the vehicle propulsion/drive system shall be through front wheels.  The City has evaluated both front wheel and rear wheel drive systems and has determined that only front wheel drive systems will be accepted.

Exceptions:  ______________________________________________

7.0 BRAKES

7.1 The City desires to have the safest vehicle possible operating on it’s streets and sidewalks and thus requires the vehicle to have brakes on all four wheels. 

7.2 Hydraulic, hydrostatic braking shall be provided on the front wheels. 

7.3 Foot operated disc brakes shall be provided on the rear wheels.

Exceptions: _________________________________________________

8.0 CHASSIS AND BODY

8.1 To ensure operators have supplies on site with them at all times, two storage compartments shall be provided on the vehicle for additional bags, and for operator’s work gear and tools. 

8.2 Chassis shall incorporate a trailer hitch at the rear of the unit. 

Exceptions: ________________________________________________

9.0 STEERING
9.1 Automotive type power steering shall be provided. 

9.2 The machine shall be designed to operate in tight areas.

9.3 The overall length of the base vehicle shall not exceed 85”

9.4 The overall width shall not exceed 48”.

State Length:
_______ Inches
Width: ______ Inches

Exceptions:  ________________________________________________

10.0 SUSPENSION

10.1 To facilitate safe curb climbing and driving on rough streets, including potholes, suspension shall be provided on all four wheels.  The City has determined that machines not complying with this essential safety feature will not be accepted.

10.2 Leaf springs shall be provided on the front wheels.

10.3 Coil springs and shock absorbers shall be provided on the rear wheel.

Exceptions:  _____________________________________________

11.0 WHEELS AND TIRES

11.1 To facilitate climbing larger curbs, the front tire size shall be not less than 20”.

11.2 To reduce stocking requirements all four tires shall be interchangeable.

Exceptions:  _______________________________________________

12.0 ELECTRICAL

12.1 To adapt to our existing fleet of equipment, the electrical system must be 12 volt.

12.2 Battery shall be 450-CCA.

12.3 Alternator shall be 40-amp.

12.4 The machine shall be fully compliant for legal operation on public streets.

12.5 Machine shall include headlights, brake, turn signal and taillights, 4 way flashers, and flashing beacon mounted on top of container. 

12.6 For safety purposes, the machine shall be equipped with a neutral interlock system to prevent machine from starting with the operator’s foot on the accelerator pedal. 

12.7 A “Slow Moving Vehicle” emblem shall be provided.

Exceptions:  _____________________________________________

13.0 SEATING

13.1 The City has reviewed various product designs and has found those that permit the operator a rear line of vision without the use of mirrors to be safer than all others. 

13.2 To permit good visibility in pedestrian areas, the operator shall be positioned in front of the debris container.

13.3 While seated, the operator shall be able to see in front of and both sides of the machine, as well as having line of sight vision over the debris container. 

13.4 An all weather seat with backrest shall be provided. 

13.5 For safety purposes, a seat belt shall be provided. 

Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

14.0 VACUUM SYSTEM

14.1 The City has reviewed various types of vacuums and found those that incorporate a “breathable flow through” bag to provide superior suction and permit automatic compaction within the chamber while preventing material from contacting the debris fan.

14.2 Hydraulically driven fan shall be located beneath the vacuum chamber so that collected litter is compacted as it is loaded. 

14.3 No material shall pass through the fan.

14.4 For greater durability, the container shall be constructed of steel. 

14.5 The City has determined that a minimum air velocity of 95 mph shall be provided to convey the most common type of litter into the debris container. 

14.6 A rear mounted filter bag shall be provided to prevent airborne emissions from the debris container. 

14.7 Filter shall be 30-micron minimum.

Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

15.0 FILTRATION

15.1 To prevent litter from contacting the vacuum fan system, a fibrous filter shall incorporated. 

15.2 The filter shall be located inside the debris container and not require any clamps or liners to hold it in place. 

15.3 200 spare filters shall be delivered with each machine.

15.4 No litter shall pass through the vacuum fan. 

Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

16.0 VACUUM HOSE

16.1 To reduce the strain on the operators arm, a power raise / lower control on the vacuum arm shall be provided. 

16.2 Power raise / lower control shall be either hydraulic or pneumatic with switch located on the vacuum arm handle. 

16.3 Hose movement shall be 270 degrees around the vehicle. 

16.4 The hose shall be capable of picking up in front of and on both sides of the vehicle.

Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

17.0 WARRANTY

17.1 The vehicle shall be covered under a 1-year, 100% parts and labor warranty. 

17.2 All warranty work, without exception, shall be performed on site. 

17.3 Vacuum fan shall be guaranteed for life against wear.

17.4 Vacuum fan shall be guaranteed for life against cracking.

17.5 Debris container shall be guaranteed for life against wear.

17.6 Debris container shall be guaranteed for life against cracking.
Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

18.0 48” VACUUM NOZZLE

18.1 A wide area vacuum nozzle shall be provided. 

18.2 The nozzle shall be raised and lowered hydraulically from the operator’s position.

18.3 Vacuum hose shall attach to the vacuum nozzle without the operator leaving the seat permitting on the fly engagement. 

18.4 To facilitate cleaning on both sides of the street the nozzle shall have a right and left side inlet.

Exceptions:  ____________________________________________________

19.0 EXTENSION HOSE
19.1 To permit cleaning in hard to reach areas a 15’ x 5” diameter extension hose shall be provided. 

19.2 Hose shall be connected directly to the debris container. 

19.3 Hose shall be stored permanently on the machine.

Exceptions:  _____________________________________________________

20.0 SERVICE AND TRAINING
20.1 Vendors shall have a full parts and service facility within a reasonable distance from the City Garage. State location and distance.

__________________________________________________________

20.2 A qualified technician shall provide complete training to City personnel at its Garage. Training shall include safety, operation, maintenance and service. 

Exceptions:  _____________________________________________________
21.0 DELIVERY
21.1 Sweeper shall be delivered F.O.B. the City in first class operating condition.

21.2 Machine shall be painted factory white

21.3 Acceptance shall be subject to the inspection and approval of the City.

21.4 Bidder shall state delivery time at time of bidding: 

BID FORM
TO: City
The undersigned hereby declares that they have carefully examined the requirements of the specifications contained herein, and propose to furnish and deliver to the City the apparatus listed below.  

One (1) NEW AND UNUSED MOBILE LEAF AND TRASH COLLECTING VEHICLE
MAKE: _____________________    MODEL: _____________________

PURCHASE PRICE:   @ $______________  Total: $_________________

(In Words)____________________________________________________

SIGNED:______________________________________________

BIDDER:______________________________________________

TITLE:_______________________________________________

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________

  
   _____________________________________________

DATE:________________________________________________
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