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R e q u e s t   F O R   B I D
C I T Y   O F   S A L E M,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

BID #K-26
Maintenance and Mowing of the
City of Salem Bike Path
(2009 – 2011)
Bids proposals are due:
April 16, 2009
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City of Salem, Massachusetts

Legal Notice

BID #K-26
Sealed Bids must be received at the Office of the City Purchasing Department, Salem City Hall Annex, 120 Washington Street, 3rd floor, Salem, Massachusetts 01970, on or before 10:00AM on Thursday, April 16, 2009 at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read for the following:
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                Maintenance & Mowing of the City of Salem Bike Path (2009-2011)
 
This will be a three (3) year contract.
The Bid award is made by the Purchasing Agent and is subject to Mayoral approval.  The City of Salem reserves the right to reject any and all Bids or to waive any informalities in the Bid Proposal process, if deemed in the City's best interest.

Bid Documents containing Specification, Requirements, and Conditions will be/are available upon request on or after Monday, March 23, 2009 at the Office of the City Purchasing Department, Salem City Hall Annex, 3rd floor, 120 Washington Street, Salem, Massachusetts 01970.

Office Hours:
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 8:00AM - 4:00PM 

Thursdays 8:00AM - 7:00PM, and Fridays 8:00AM - 12:00PM (noon)






Bid Package may also be viewed and printed from www.comm-pass.com search solicitations    #K-26 or www.salem.com under City Departments link, Purchasing Department homepage, under BIDs and RFPs, #K-26.
Albert C. Hill, Jr.,

 

Purchasing Agent

Friday, March 20, 2009
Monday, March 23, 2009
BID #K-26
City of Salem, Massachusetts
 Maintenance and Mowing of the City of Salem Bike Path (2009 – 2011)
1. This Bid request is solicited to the general public and a three (3) year contract will be awarded pursuant to the rules set forth in Chapter 30, Section 39M of the Massachusetts General Laws, and subject to approval of the Mayor of the City of Salem, Massachusetts.  Bid must be mailed or hand delivered to the Purchasing Department, 120 Washington Street, 3rd floor, Salem, MA. 01970, on or before 10:00AM, Thursday, April 16, 2009.  All Bids received after the time and or date of the Bid opening will be rejected.

2. The envelope containing the Bid and required information must be sealed and marked with Bidder’s name, description of Bid, Bid number, and date of opening.  The Bidder must sign the bottom of the Bid Summary Form (Attachment B).

3. All Bidders must sign the Certificate of Non-Collusion and Taxation Attestation Claus (See Attachment A) and submit it with their Bid.

4. A Bidder may correct, modify, or withdraw a Bid by sealed written notice clearly marked as a correction, modification, or withdrawal and received in the Office of the City Purchasing Department prior to the time and date set for the Bid opening.

5. Additional contract conditions and requirements applicable to the procurement and incorporated in Exhibit A, attached hereto.

6. Failure to respond to this Bid, either with prices or by returning a “no Bid” response will not result in the Bidder not being able to receive Bid materials for any future solicitations of this nature.

7. A Bid Deposit of 5% of the total amount of Bid is required to be submitted with the Bid documents.  A Bid Bond, Money Order, or Certified Check is to be made payable to the City of Salem. If the successful Bidder fail or refuses to contract with the City of Salem, the Bid deposit will be held and applied to the offset the next lowest Bidders pricing.  All other Bid deposits will be returned to the remaining Bidders after contract award. 

8. At the time and place fixed for opening of Bids, the City will cause to be opened and publicly read aloud every Bid received within the time set for receiving Bids, irrespective of any irregularities therein.  Bidders and other persons properly interested may be present, in person or by representative. 

9. All material, equipment, and labor is Free on Board (FOB) City of Salem, Massachusetts (Salem Bike Path).

10. Payment shall be made for Services received and accepted thirty (30) days after receipt of a reasonably detailed invoice.

11. The contract will be awarded within 30-days of the date of the Bid opening to the responsive and responsible Bidder with the lowest Bid total.

12. The Bid package must be delivered or sent and received at the Office of the City Purchasing Department, 120 Washington Street, 3rd floor, Salem, Massachusetts  01970 on or before the time and date of Bid opening.

13. All Bids shall be complete, factual, and signed by and authorized officer of the Bidder’s company on both the cover page and the attached Bid Summary Form (Attachment B).  The Purchasing Agent may reject any Bid, which is not properly signed, according to prescribed form, incomplete, or otherwise contrary to instructions.

14. The Bidder must fill in all unit prices and provide all the information requested in this Bid.

15. All information by the Bidder must be typewritten or handwritten clearly and legibly.

16. Any questions regarding any aspect of the Bid must be communicated in writing to the Purchasing Department.  It is in the Bidder’s best interest to address these questions in writing as soon as possible to allow for a complete response by the City.  All questions must be received at the Purchasing Agent’s Office no later than seven (7) days prior to the Bid opening.  An Addendum answering all questions received by the City will be forwarded to all Bidders who had received the Request for Bid Document.  

17. Any services proposed other than what is specified must be at lest equal in function, quality, durability, ease of use, and performance.  Any function of features specified cannot be omitted, unless the Bidder expressly states why the proposed function or feature operates in a manner that services the functions and objectives set forth in the specifications equally well. In such cases, the Bidder must explicitly state the function or feature that is omitted.  The City of Salem shall be the sole judge of whether the goods or services proposed by the Bidder meets the specification of this Bid. 

18. There must be no assignments to third parties unless expressly agreed to tin writing by the City of Salem.

19. The City of Salem is exempt from all taxes.

20. The specifications, terms, conditions, and detailed requirements will become part of any contract that results from this Bid request.

21. Insurance Coverage:  The successful Bidder shall before commencing performance of the contract shall be responsible for providing and insurance coverage in force for the life of the contract for the kind and in adequate amounts to secure all of the obligations under the contact and with insurance companies licensed to write insurance in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  All such insurance carried shall not be less than the kinds and amounts designated herein, and the successful Bidder agrees that the stipulation herein of the kinds and limits of coverage shall in no way limit the liability of the successful Bidder to any such kinds and amounts of insurance converge.  All policies issued shall indemnify and save harmless the City of Salem, its agents and employees from any and all claims for damage to persons or property as may arise out of the performance of this contract.

Failure to provide and continue in force such insurance as aforesaid shall be deemed a material breach of this contract, and may constitute sufficient grounds for immediate termination of the same.  All insurance maintained as provided for in the above shall be taken out and maintained at the sole expense of the successful Bidder.  Proof of such insurance shall be delivered to the Purchasing Agent within five (5) dates from the date of the Notice of Award.


No Cancellation of such insurance, whether by the insurer or by the insured party shall be valid unless written notice thereof is given by the parties proposing cancellation to the other party and to the City of Salem at least fifteen (15) days prior to the intended effective date thereof, which date shall be expressed in said notice, which shall be sent by registered mail, return receipt requested.  These provisions shall apply to the legal representative, trustee in bankruptcy, receiver, assignee, trustee, and the successor in interest of the successful Bidder.  


The successful Bidder shall carry Comprehensive General Public Liability Insurance providing for a limit of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injury to or death of one person, and subject to that limit for each person, a total limit of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injuries or death of two or more persons in any one accident; and successful Bidder’s Comprehensive Property Damage Liability Insurance providing for a limit of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for all damages arising out of injury to or destruction of property in any one accident, and subject to that limit per accident, a total (or aggregate) limit or not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for all damages arising out of injury to or destruction of property during the policy period.


The successful Bidder shall carry Workman’s Compensation Insurance as prescribed under Massachusetts Law.


All insurance converge shall be placed with such company as may be acceptable to the City of Salem and shall constitute a material part of the contract document.


The successful Bidder shall carry comprehensive Automobile Liability Insurance covering all owned vehicle, hired vehicles, or non-owned vehicles under the control of the successful Bidder while performing work under this contract in the amount of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injuries to or death of one person and subject to that limit for each person, a total of not less than One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) for all damages arising out of bodily injuries to or death of two or more persons in any one accident; and Property Damage coverage in the amount of not less than Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000) for all damages arising out of injury to or destruction of property. 

22. The Bidder agrees by submitting a Bid to indemnify, save harmless, and defend the City from and against any and all liabilities, claims, penalties, forfeitures, suits, and the costs and expenses incident thereto (including costs of defense, settlement, and reasonable attorney fees), which it may hereafter incur, become responsible for, or pay out as a result of death or bodily injuries to any person, destruction or damage to any property, contamination of or adverse effects on the environment, or any violation of governmental laws, regulation, or orders caused, in whole or in part, by the Bidder’s employees, or its agents or servants, in the performance of this contract.

23. Decisions of the awarding authority on interpretations of specifications, approval of equipment, material or any other approval, or progress of the work, shall be made promptly and no later than thirty days after the written submission for decision; but if such decision requires extended investigation and study, the awarding authority, architect or engineer shall within thirty (30) days after the receipt of the submission, give the party making the submission written notice of the reasons why the decision cannot be made within thirty (30) day period and the date by which the decision will be made.

24.  Subcontractors: The successful Bidder shall not hire any subcontractors without the written approval of the City’s Purchasing Agent.

The successful Bidder shall be fully responsible to the City for the acts and omission of his subcontractor, and of persons either directly or indirectly employed by them, as he/she is for the acts and omission of persons directly employed by him/her.

Nothing in the contract shall create any contractual relation between any subcontractor and the City of Salem.

The successful Bidder shall cause appropriate provision to be inserted in all subcontracts relative to the work-required compliance by each subcontractor with the application provisions of the Contract for the improvements embraced in the site preparation.

25. Federal and State Law:  The Bidder’s attention is directed to the fact that all applicable Federal and State Laws and applicable Municipal Ordinances, and the rules and regulations of all authorities having jurisdiction over construction of the contract shall apply to the Contract throughout, and they will be deemed to be included in the Contract the same as though herein written out in full.

26. Interpretations:  Any questions regarding the contract documents shall be referred to the Purchasing Agent in writing at least five (5) working days prior to the date and time for receipt of Bids.  All answers and interpretations and any changes to the documents will be issued in the form of an addendum from the Purchasing Office to all Bidders or record and the addenda shall become part of the contract documents.  No other form of communication in this regard will be considered legal and binding.

27. Statement of Work: Except as otherwise specifically stated in the contract documents and technical specifications, the successful Bidder shall secure, at its own expense, all necessary permits and licenses and comply with all city and state codes and regulations.  And provide and pay for all materials, equipment, labor, tools, temporary construction of every nature, charges, levies, fees, or other expensed incurred and all other services and facilities of every natural whatsoever of his/her performance of the Contract within the specified time, and required for this project.  The Successful Bidder must provide all materials and equipment free of any lein, claim or encumbrance.

28. Termination of Contract: If the successful Bidder is adjudged bankrupt, or if he/she makes a general assignment for the benefit of his/her creditors, or if a receiver is appointed on account of his insolvency, or if he persistently or repeatedly refused or fails, except in cases for which extension of time is provided, to supply enough properly skilled workmen or proper materials, or if he/she fails to make prompt payment to subcontractor or for materials or labor, or persistently disregards laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, or orders of any public authority having jurisdiction, or otherwise is guilty of a substantial violation of a provision of the Contract Documents, then the City, by written notice to the successful Bidder, may terminate the successful Bidder’s right to proceed with the work.  Upon such termination, the City may take over the work and prosecute the same to completion, by contract or otherwise, and the successful Bidder and his/her sureties shall be liable to the City for any additional cost incurred by the City in its completion of the work and they shall also be liable to the City for Liquidation damages for any delay in the completion of work as provided below.  If the successful Bidder’s right to proceed is terminated, the City may take possession of and utilize in completing the work such materials, tools, equipment, and plant as many be on site of the work and necessary therefore.

29. Performance Period:  The Salem Bike Path will be maintained bi-monthy during the months of May – October 2009, 2010, and 2011.
30. The City of Salem reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, in whole or in part, and to waive any informalities in Bids that is in the best interest of the City. 

Failure to comply with the above conditions, requirements, and specifications will be justification to reject any Bid as incomplete.

City of Salem, Massachusetts
Maintenance and Mowing of Salem Bike Path (2009 – 2011)
Introduction

The City of Salem is seeking an experienced landscaper/landscaping business to maintain and mow the Salem Bike Path for a term of three years (2009-2011).

The Salem Bike Path (refer to Attachment C) begins at Lafayette Street, by the City of Salem and Town of Marblehead line and ends at the junction of Canal Street.  Starting from the Salem Harbor side of Lafayette Street, the Bike Path from the footbridge to Lafayette Street will be maintained.  Opposite the Salem Harbor side of Lafayette Street, the Bike Path continues approximately 2,500 liner feet alongside the Salem State College Central Campus toward Loring Avenue.  Opposite Loring Avenue the Bike Path continues approximately 450 linear feet and ends at Canal Street.  In its entirety, the Salem Bike Path is roughly 3,000 feet in length or roughly a half-mile. 
Please note, where the Bike Path intersects with Lafayette Street and with Loring Avenue the Bike Path has locked bike gates.  Where the Bike Path converges with Canal Street, there are locked removable bollards.  In the event that any of the gates are locked, the selected Bidder must contact the City of Salem Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD) to have them unlocked.  

General Conditions & Scope of Work

1. It is the intent of the City of Salem, through the Department of Planning and Community Development (hereinafter called DPCD) to issue a contract for maintenance of the Salem Bike Path for three years.
2. The initial term of the contract shall commence May 1, 2009 and will terminate on October 31, 2011. The Salem Bike Path will be maintained bi-monthly during the months of May – October 2009, 2010 and 2011.  The City prefers that the maintenance and mowing occur every second and forth weekday or first and third weekday each month.  The winning Bidder can determine exactly which bi-monthly weekday works best for them. 
3.  The Salem Bike Path is being considered for mowing and maintenance.  The work consists of furnishing all labor, equipment, and materials to provide complete lawn maintenance and related work as specified here in, and includes the following items:

Equipment 

The contractor at their own expense furnish equipment that will perform work satisfactorily and shall, before commencement of work, have sufficient equipment of their own, or furnish proof of its availability to them, in order to complete all work called for under this Contract. Equipment necessary for mowing and trimming under this contract may consist of, but is not necessarily limited to, power driven hand operated grass movers, flail and sickle bar grass cutting machines, rotary, manually operated grass cutting equipment, vacuum or blower equipment, and/or other tools and machines as approved by the City.  Flail and rotary mowers shall be equipped with approved safety skirts at all times.

Site Requirements

The Contractor shall inspect and become familiar with the Bike Path and existing conditions of the area and shall carry out all work required to properly execute the contract.  The contractor and a representative of the Department of Planning & Community Development (DPCD) shall meet prior to the start of work and examine the site to review the scope of work and determine the bounds of maintenance and mowing.  The exact limits of work for service shall be established in the field, with agreement of the DPCD.

Payment 

Throughout the maintenance and mowing season, the City DPCD may inspect the contractor’s work to assure that work is being done appropriately.  A listing of all unsatisfactory maintenance and/or mowing conditions that are not corrected to the satisfaction of the City DPCD within a reasonable time period shall be made part of the Contractor’s Record of Performance.  Repeated failure of the Contractor to perform satisfactorily within the specified time frames shall be deemed sufficient reason for the City to protect its interests and, if necessary, seek to terminate the contract.

The selected Contractor shall submit invoices on a monthly basis and the City shall pay contractor on a monthly basis provided that work is completed satisfactorily as deemed by the City DPCD.

Detailed Scope of Work and Specifications

Pre-Season Initial Clean-up of the Salem Bike Path
Perform an initial clean-up of the Salem Bike Path in advance of the mowing season, to be completed the first week of May 2009, 2010, and 2011.  Prices shall be set forth in the BID Summary Form (Attachment B) under the heading “Pre-Season Initial Clean-up”.

Detailed requirements are as follows:

· All trash and liter including but not limited to leaves, sticks, cans, paper, etc., shall be bagged and disposed of legally at the contractor’s expense.
· All fence lines shall be string cut and vegetation shall be pruned back to the fence. 
· All grass clippings and debris on the bituminous paved Bike Path shall be swept off.

· All overhanging vegetation shall be pruned back off of the Bike Path and disposed of.
Regular Maintenance Services

The maintenance involved consists of grass mowing along either side of the Bike Path (in most locations a five (5) foot strip on each side of Bike Path will only be required) and pruning back vegetation encroachment into/onto the Bike Path. Following is a list of detailed maintenance required under this contract:
· A cutting height of at least 1½” but not more than 2” is required.  Mowers may be reel or rotary types with sharp blades and equipped with safety shrouds when applicable. All clumped grass shall be removed.
· All debris, leaves, paper, and other accumulation trash shall be picked up and disposed of at the contractor’s expense.
· Trim all grass edges during each mowing including sidewalks, curbstones, fences, light poles, sign posts, trees, benches, etc. 

· Care shall be taken not to damage tree trunks, existing signage, bike gates, benches, trash receptacles, or other structures on or along the Salem Bike Path.

· All landscaping at each entrance into the Salem Bike Path (one (1) at Lafayette Street, two (2) at Loring Avenue, and one (1) Canal Street) shall be weeded, edged, mulched, existing plants shall be pruned, and colorful flowers shall be planted and maintained at each maintenance and mowing period throughout the life of the contract (for location of entrances refer to Attachment C).   If any plant or flower expires before the end of each season, the contractor shall replace that with another in-kind plant or flower. 

· Along the chain link fence opposite Salem State College’s Central Campus, the vegetation shall be pruned back to the fence and the leaves and debris shall be removed. 

· The portion of the Bike Path from Loring Avenue to Canal Street located between the former Weir Vales Company shall be mowed and maintained from guardrail to guardrail.

· The portion of the Bike Path from the Town of Marblehead line (at the second wooden footbridge) to Lafayette Street along Salem Harbor and the Forest River needs special attention paid to in terms of trash/debris removal, vegetation overgrowth, and environmental sensitivity.  Contractor shall mow a five (5) foot strip along both sides of the stone dust path and any encroaching vegetation shall be cut back away from the path. The mowing along the harbor side of bike path shall not disturb or damage the coastal embankment vegetation (comprised mostly of Rosa Rugosa), any overhead vegetation encroaching onto the path shall be cut back however. 

Mowing Schedule

The Salem Bike Path shall be maintained bi-monthly during the months of May – October 2009, 2010, and in 2011. The City prefers that the maintenance and mowing occur every second and forth weekday or first and third weekday each month. The winning Bidder can determine exactly which bi-monthly weekday works best for them. 

Attachment A

Certificate of Non-Collusion and Taxation Attestation Clause

As required under Chapter 233 and 701 of the Massachusetts Acts and Resolves of 1983, all Bidders must certify to the following, by signing this page in the space indicated below.

1. The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this Bid or proposal has been made and submitted in good faith and without collusion of fraud with any other person.  As used in this certification, the word “person” shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union committee, club, or other organization, unity or group or individuals.

2. “Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch 62C, sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law”.
Name of Business:                                                                                                                

Social Security # or Federal Id #:                                                        

Authorized Officer (print):

 

Authorized Signature:
DATE: 
Attachment B
BID Summary Form
The undersigned, in compliance with the Terms and Specification for the above referenced Bid, offers the prices as shown on the attached.  The undersigned acknowledges that Award of Bid may be subject to appropriation, and no promise of quantity of work is being made herein. The City reserves the right to waive any informalities in, or to reject any or all Bids.  Prices to be held firm a minimum of thirty (30) days from the Bid opening date and for the term of any awarded contract.

As required under Chapters 233 and 701 of the Massachusetts Acts and Resolves of 1983, and chapter 30B of Massachusetts General Laws, when returning the City’s solicitation documents, certification must be made to the following by signing in the spaces indicated below.  Failure to affix signature on this page will result in rejection of the Bid. (1. “The undersigned certifies under the penalties of perjury that this bed or proposal has been made and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this certification, the word person shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union, committee, club, or other organization, entity, or group or individuals.”  And also; (2. Pursuant to MGL chapter 62C §49A, I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, I am in compliance with all the laws of the Commonwealth relating to taxes, reporting of employees and contractors, and withholding and remitting child support”      

Maintenance and Mowing of Salem Bike Path 2009 - 2011

      Bidder Acknowledges Receipt of Addendum(s) #                                     (leave blank if none issued)

P r i c e

1.   Pre-Season Initial Clean-up:






       (total per year cost) 






$
       (total for all three years)





$
2.   Regular Maintenance & Mowing Service:  
       (total per year cost)






$
       (total for all three years)





$
                     Total per Year Cost  
$
         Total Cost for Three Years
$
Business Name:
BUSINESS ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE & ZIP CODE:  

TELEPHONE & FAX NUMBER:
AUTHORIZED OFFICER NAME (print):  

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: 

DATE: 
Attachment C
Salem Bike Path Map
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