CITY OF SALEM

Bid K-42
INVITATION TO BID

2kW SOLAR PANEL 

CITY OF SALEM, MA

The City of Salem, MA is requesting bids from qualified contractors for the turnkey procurement and installation of a 2kW (DC) solar voltaic system.  This system will be installed at the City of Salem’s High School 77 Willson Street, Salem, Mass.  The system will include a Data Acquisition System to monitor system performance and provide monthly reports to the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC)’s Production Tracking System (PTS).

Bids must be provided in a sealed envelope and marked “2kW Solar Voltaic System Bid, Wednesday, April 29, 2009”.  Bids must be received at the office of the Purchasing Agent, 120 Washington Street, 3rd Floor, Salem, MA 01970, on or before 10:00 AM April 29, 2009, at which time they will be opened and read aloud.  A 5% Bid Bond must accompany the bid submittal.  No responsibility shall be attached to any person for the premature opening of bids not properly marked.  No bid will be accepted at any other location, after time and date specified.  Specifications and bid forms may be obtained at the Office of the Purchasing Agent during regular business hours, Monday through Wednesday, 8:00 AM until 4:PM, Thursday, 8:00 AM until 7:00 PM, Friday, 8:00 AM until 12 Noon. 
The successful bidder must furnish a 50% payment bond and a certificate of insurance as detailed in the Article X of the City’s Standard Contract (attached).  No bidder may withdraw his/her bid for a period of sixty days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays, after the actual date of the bid opening.   Funding for this project consists of grants from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative and the Commonwealth Solar Initiative. 

Wage rates are subject to the minimum rates per MGL Chapter 149, Section 26 to 27h, inclusive.  These rates are included in the bid documents.  

Attached copies of Prevailing Wage Rates and the Statement of Compliance from the Mass. Dept. of Labor and Industries must be reviewed and complied with. If none are attached, the rates are available at the Purchasing Agent’s Office, 120 Washington Street, 3rd floor, Salem, MA 01970.

Certified Weekly Payroll documents shall be sent to the Purchasing Agent, 120 Washington Street, 3rd floor, Salem, MA 01970. They shall be sent three (3) business days after the close of the previous workweek.

The City of Salem reserves the right to accept any bid; reject any or all bids deemed not to be in the City’s best interest; reserve the right to waive or permit correction of minor informalities; and to conduct discussions with all qualified offers in any manner necessary to serve the best interests of the City of Salem and the bidders.

I.  Purchase Description

A description of the work to be performed is detailed in the attached specifications.  The work includes electrical and general construction necessary to install a turnkey photovoltaic array with a minimum capacity of 2.0kW.

No charges will be allowed for federal, state or municipal sales and excise taxes, for which the City of Salem is exempt.  The prices bid shall be net and shall not include the amount of any such tax.


1.  Completion Date:  All work shall be completed within Ninety (90) days from date of Notice to Proceed.

2.  Site Meeting:  Any contractor wishing to visit the site at the Salem High School prior to the bid opening date, please contact Mr. Paul L’Heureux at 978-740-1162

3.  Addenda / Questions:  All questions must be submitted, to the Purchasing Agent, by fax or email within five business days prior to the bid Opening Date. All answers will be issued in the form of an Addenda and issued to all bidders of record and may be viewed and printed from www.comm-pass   search solicitations # K-42 or www.salem.com within the purchasing department, under bids and rfp’s.,K-42.
II. Evaluation Criteria

Eligible bids will first be examined for their responsiveness to what is requested in this Invitation for Bids.  Responsibility of the bidder will then be ascertained.  It is the intention of the City to award the contract to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder.

1. Responsiveness

Bidders must completely fill out and submit the bid form and all other required forms.  All supplies and services that are the subject of the bid must meet the minimum standards and specifications set forth in the purchase description including standards by which the procurement officer will determine acceptability as to quality, workmanship, results of inspections and tests, and suitability for a particular purpose.

2. Responsibility

Bidders must demonstrate that they meet the following measures of responsibility:

(A) Bidder is licensed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to do the required work

(B) Bidder has successfully completed 5 projects of similar size and scope in the last three years.  The City of Salem will reject any bid from a bidder that fails to demonstrate the necessary experience.

III. Bid Submission Requirements

1. All bid packages must be sealed and marked “2kW Solar Voltaic System Bid, 10:00 AM, Wednesday, April, 29, 2009.

2. All bids must be delivered to the Office of the Purchasing Agent, 120 Washington Street, 3rd Floor, Salem, MA 01970, on or before 10:00 AM, Wednesday, April 29, 2009.  Facsimile transmissions will not be accepted.

3. The City shall award a contract according to the evaluation criteria set forth in Section II of the Invitation for Bids within 60 days of the receipt of bids.  The time for acceptance may be extended by mutual agreement of the successful bidder and the City.  A contract shall be awarded to the bidder who has satisfied all criteria of this solicitation and has the lowest price.

4. A bidder may correct, modify or withdraw a bid by written notice received prior to the time and date set for the bid opening.  After bid opening, a bidder may not change the price or any other provision of the bid in a matter prejudicial in the interest of the City or fair competition.  The City may waive minor informalities.
5. The following forms must be submitted with each bid package, copies of which are provided as attachments to this Invitation for Bids:

(A) Bid Form

(B) Attachment A 

(1.) Certificate As To Corporate Bidder

(2.) Certificate As To Payment of State Taxes

(3.) Certificate of Non-Collusion

(4.) Certificate of Fair Labor Practices

6. Other Required Bid Submittals – Documentation that the bidder has the necessary previous experience.  Include a list of five projects completed in the past three years of similar size and scope.  Include contact names and phone numbers for each project.

7. Award Contingency

The award of this project is contingent on the approval of the funding for this project by the Mayor of the City of Salem.  The project is eligible to receive grants from the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative and Commonwealth Solar Initiative.  Local funds, if approved by the voters, will make up the final amount required to fund the project.

8. Project Schedule

April 10, 2009 – Solicitation Released

April 13, 2009 – Bid Documents Available

April 29, 2009 – Bids Due, 10:00 AM
9. Communication – All communication with regard to this solicitation must be made to the Purchasing Agent.  Verbal communication is not binding and shall not alter a specification, term or condition of this solicitation.  

10. Site Visit – While not mandatory, each bidder is encouraged to visit the site.  Arrangements can be made by contacting Mr. Paul L’Heureux at 978-740-1162
11. Subcontractors – If a bidder intends to use a subcontractor to conduct any of the work in this project, the bidder must identify the subcontractor; provide a summary of each subcontractor’s qualifications, experience and duties to be performed.

IV. Project Specifications

The City of Salem is seeking contractors to provide bids for the turnkey procurement and installation of a 2kW (DC) solar photovoltaic system.  This system will be installed on the roof of the Salem High School.  The system will include a Data Acquisition System to monitor system performance and provide monthly reports to the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative (MTC)’s Production Tracking System (PTS).  The cost ceiling for the project is $25,000 and responses proposing systems larger than 2kW, at or under the cost ceiling are encouraged.

1. Bids to provide procurement and installation service must include:

· Obtaining all relevant local permits and inspections, which may include building permits, electrical permits and interconnection permits with National Grid, the City’s electricity supplier. The City of Salem will waive all permit fees under its jurisdiction.
· The contractor, subcontractor and employees for the project shall possess certifications and/or licenses as required by the Commonwealth of MA

· Installation must be incompliance with all local, state and federal codes and standards including the most recent addition of the MA Building and Electric Codes.

· Contractor to hire the Salem High School roof contractor to make penetrations and repairs to the existing membrane roof.  All work activities at the Salem High School shall be coordinated and approved in advance by the Director of Facilities Mr. Paul L’Heureux at 978-740-1162.

· Perform all necessary structural and electrical engineering to insure a seamless and code compliant integration of system components into the school’s structure and electrical system.

· Provide energy and demand savings estimates for each proposed system component.

· Proof of insurance coverage must be compliant with the requirements of the City of Salem and the MTC.

· Completing and submitting all necessary MTC paperwork in order for the City of Salem to secure the grant funding.

2. Technical Requirements (PV and Balance of System)

· Be rated at 2kW DC or greater if possible under the cost ceiling

· Include a DAS and associated subscription service, see DAS requirements

· Include only new, unused equipment

· Be installed using penetration less or minimum penetration mounting system suitable on a commercial, rubber membrane roof.
· Include ongoing maintenance, covering not less than 10 years of regular and unplanned labor on all parts and components of the system not similarly covered by manufacturer warranties.  Components installed must have warranties not less than ten years.  A maintenance plan shall be provided which will include provisions for annual site visits to inspect and maintain the system and all components.

· Follow all provisions of the MTC Commonwealth Solar (CS) Minimum Technical Requirements, found at:

www.masstech.org/renewableenergy/commonwealth_solar/Attachment D.pdf
3. Data Acquisition System

The DAS provided with the system must meet the following criteria:

· Provide automated monthly reporting to the MTC Production Tracking System through an ANSI certified revenue quality meter

· Include responsive customer service and technical support for three years, provided without further charge to the City
· All equipment used must carry a manufacturer’s warranty of a minimum of one year following installation.

· Subscription services for the DAS, if any, must be included for a period of at least three years, with the option to renew on an annual basis

· Include curriculum integration support and classroom materials to help educators include data from the PV system in applicable courses.

· Allow users to download data in a spreadsheet format.

· Utilize no on site computers or equipment to store data or act as a server for the system webpage.  Energy consumption of the DAS equipment shall be kept to a minimum level.

· The DAS must, at a minimum, measure and record the following at a 15 minute or shorter interval:

1. AC power out of the inverter

2. Ambient temperature at the array

3. Ambient air speed

4. Global irradiance

· Upload all recorded data to the website automatically on an hourly or shorter basis.

V. Project Execution

      Schedule – Work shall be completed in coordination with Director of Facilities for the Salem Public Schools, Mr. Paul L’Heureux at 978-740-1162.

The contractor will supply a detailed one-line wiring diagram upon bid award based on the system capacities and components.  The contractor will attach this diagram for Submittal as part of the Building Permit application.

The contractor will submit documentation for Interconnection Approval to National Grid, Salem’s electricity provider.

Location – The roof mounted photovoltaic array shall be mounted as shown on the attached Roof Plan
Enclosed—(1) Certificate as to Corporate Bidder; (2) Certificate as to Payment of State Taxes; (3) Certificate of Non-collusion; and (4) Certificate of Fair labor practices
(1) Certificate As to Corporate BIDDER

I, _______________________________ certify that I am the _____________________ of the corporation named as Bidder in the Bid included herein, that _________________, who signed said Bid on behalf of the Bidder was then ________________________ of said corporation, that I know his signature, that his signature thereon is genuine and that said Bid was duly signed, sealed and executed for and in behalf of said corporation by authority of its governing body.









(Corporate Seal)

_______________________









 (Secretary-Clerk)

Dated:
_______________________

(2) Certificate As to Payment of State Taxes

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62C, sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law.

_____________________________

________________________________

Social Security Number or


Signature of Individual or Corporate 

Federal Identification Number

Name

By: ___________________________


Corporate Officer (if applicable)

(3) CERTIFICATE OF NON-COLLUSION
The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that this bid or proposal has been made and submitted in good faith and without collusion or fraud with any other person.  As used in this certification, the word "person" shall mean any natural person, business, partnership, corporation, union, committee, club, or other organization, entity, or group of individuals.










_________________________________

(Name of person signing bid or proposal)










_________________________________

(Name of Business)

(4) CERTIFICATE OF FAIR LABOR PRACTICES
The undersigned certifies under penalties of perjury that in accordance with Section 504 of the (Federal) Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and 31 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51, his/her company does not discriminate on its employment, procurement and marketing activities on the basis of race, creed, color national origin, sex, handicap or age.










_________________________________

(Name of person signing bid or proposal)










_________________________________








(Name of Business)

BID FORM

City of Salem

Solar Photovoltaic System

The undersign proposes to provide the work described in the Bid Documents relating to the turnkey installation of a solar photovoltaic system at the Salem High School for the total delivered price of:

BASE BID PRICE:

____________________________________________________   $__________________

Base Bid Price in words                                                                        Base Bid in numbers

ADD ALTERNATE 1 – DATA ACQUISITION SYSTEM:

____________________________________________________    $___________________

Alternate 1 Price in words                                                                     Alternate 1 in numbers

BY:       _______________________________________________________________

                Signature                                                                                Date

             ________________________________________________________________

                 Type or Print Name                                                                Title

             _________________________________________________

                Business Name

              ________________________________________________________________

                Business Address                                             City            St.          Zip

              __________________________            ________________________                      

                Business Phone                                          Business Email

Please answer the following question.  Is this bid based on supplying photovoltaic panels manufactured in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts?

            ______Yes, our bid is based on panels manufactured in MA.  We understand that if the panels we provide are not manufactured in MA that $0.15per watt or $300 will be deducted from the final contract price.

            ______No, our bid is not based on supplying photovoltaic panels manufactured in MA.  We understand the project will not be eligible for up to $300 in additional incentives from the MTC.  We understand that $300 will be added to our base price for purposes of determining the lowest bidder.

STANDARD CONTRACT

CITY OF SALEMPRIVATE 


93 Washington Street
Salem, MA 01970
CONTRACT FOR:









 
This Contract is made this  
    
day of   

, 2009,  by and between the City of Salem, 93 Washington Street, Salem, MA 01970, a municipal corporation located within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting through its Chief Procurement Officer (hereinafter, the "City"), and 



 


, a company with a business address at 









.


ARTICLE I


SCOPE OF SERVICES

The Contractor shall furnish 




 as requested in a (bid dated; telephone quote; etc.)  requested by the City on   


, 2009.  Contract documents shall include the Contractor's bid and insurance certificates, all of which are incorporated herein by reference. 


ARTICLE II


TERM OF CONTRACT
This Contract shall be effective as of the date first written above and shall terminate 





.


ARTICLE III


COMPENSATION

1.
Contract Sum: The City shall pay the Contractor in current funds for the performance of the work described in the Scope of Services at the price quoted, for a Contract Sum not to exceed the prices quoted on 


, 2009, for the amount of $


.

2.
Payment Schedule:
Compensation for the services pursuant to this Contract shall be paid on proper acceptance by the City of the services provided pursuant to the Specifications.

ARTICLE IV


AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

The parties hereto agree that it shall be a material breach of this Contract for the Contractor to engage in any practice which shall violate any provision of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 151B, relative to discrimination or privileges of employment on basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation or disability.
ARTICLE V


COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS

The Contractor shall comply with all Federal, State and local laws, rules, regulations and orders applicable to the services provided pursuant to this Contract, and shall be responsible for obtaining all necessary licenses, permits, and approvals.

To the extent that the Contractor is responsible for wages, benefits, overtime wages or other labor related costs, expenses or penalties as a result of applicable laws, the Contractor shall be and is solely responsible for such wages, other labor related costs, expenses and/or penalties and the City shall not have any responsibility to make any such payment, and further the Contractor shall indemnify and hold the City harmless for all such wages, labor costs, expenses and/or penalties, including, but not limited to, any determination or judgment related thereto and any attorney’s fees incurred by the City in relation thereto or the defense thereof.


ARTICLE VI


INCORPORATION OF G. L. 

This Contract shall be considered to include all terms required to be included by the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended, and any other laws as though such terms were set forth in full herein, to the extent that the same are applicable to this Contract and the Contractor.


ARTICLE VII


INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that it is acting as an independent Contractor for all work and services rendered pursuant to this Contract, and shall not be considered an employee or agent of the City for any purpose.


ARTICLE VIII


CITY'S LIABILITY

The City's liability under this Contract shall be to make all payments when they shall become due, and the City shall be under no further obligation or other liability.  Nothing in this Contract shall be construed to render the Members of the Board of Selectmen, the Board of Health, or any other officer of the Town, or their successors in office, personally liable or any obligation under this Contract.

ARTICLE IX


INDEMNIFICATION

The Contractor shall indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, boards, agents and employees from any loss, damage, cost, charge, expense or claim for injury to person or property, which may be made as a result of any act, omission or default on the part of the Contractor, or any of its agents or employees, and will pay promptly on demand all costs and expenses of the investigation thereof, including attorney's fees and expenses.  If any such claim is made, the City may retain out of any payments, then or thereafter due to the Contractor, a sufficient amount to protect the City against such claims, costs and expenses.


ARTICLE X


INSURANCE

The Contractor shall be responsible to the City or any third party for any property damage or bodily injury caused by it, any of its subcontractors, employees or agents in the performance of, or as a result of, the work under this Agreement.  The Contractor, on behalf of itself and any subcontractors used, hereby certifies that the Contractor and such subcontractors are insured for workers’ compensation, and claims on account of property damage, bodily injury, personal and product liability.  The Contractor and all subcontractors it uses shall purchase, and maintain in full force and effect insurance policies in the amounts here indicated.

 
General Liability

                        Bodily Injury Liability:                           $1,000,000 per occurrence

Property Damage Liability                     $1,000,000 per occurrence

(or combined single limit)                      $1,000,000 per occurrence

 

Automobile Liability
Bodily Injury Liability:                           $1,000,000 per occurrence

Property Damage Liability                     $1,000,000 per occurrence

(or combined single limit)                      $1,000,000 per occurrence

 

Workers’ Compensation Insurance
Coverage for all employees in accordance with Massachusetts General 



Laws

 

Professional Liability Insurance
Minimum Coverage                              $1,000,000 per claim.  

 

Prior to commencement of any work under this Agreement, the Contractor shall provide the City with Certificates of Insurance which include the City as an additional named insured for the General Liability and Automobile Liability policies and which include a thirty day notice of cancellation to the City. 

ARTICLE XI

ASSIGNMENT

The Contractor shall not assign, sublet or otherwise transfer  the work required under this Contract, in whole or in part, without the prior written consent of the City, and shall not, either legally or equitably assign any or the moneys payable under this Contract, except by and with the written consent of the City.

ARTICLE XII

INSPECTION AND REPORTS

The City shall have the right at any time to inspect the equipment and premises of the Contractor, including the right to enter upon any property owned or occupied by the Contractor, whether situated within or beyond the limits of the City.  Whenever requested, the Contractor shall immediately furnish to the City full and complete written reports of his operation under this Contract in such detail and with such information as the City may request. 


ARTICLE XIII


TERMINATION FOR CAUSE

If at any time during the term of this Contract the City determines that the Contractor has breached the terms of this Contract by negligently or incompetently performing the work, or any part thereof, or by failing to perform the same, to the satisfaction of the City, or by not complying with the direction of the City or its agents, or by otherwise failing to perform this Contract in accordance with all of its terms and provisions, the City shall notify the Contractor in writing stating therein the nature of the alleged breach and directing the Contractor to cure such service breach within ten (10) days.  The Contractor specifically agrees that it shall indemnify and hold harmless the City as provided in Article IX from any loss, damage, costs, charge, expense or claim arising out of or resulting from such breach regardless of its knowledge or authorization of the actions resulting in the breach.  If the Contractor fails to cure said breach within ten (10) days, the City may, at its election at any time after the expiration of said ten (10) days, terminate this Contract by giving written notice thereof to the Contractor specifying the effective date of the termination.  Such termination shall not prejudice or waive any rights or action which the City may have against the Contractor because of any default or failure in performance of this Contract up to the date of such termination, and the Contractor shall be liable to the City for any amount which it may be required to pay in excess of the Contract Sum provided herein in order to complete the work specified herein in a timely manner. 

ARTICLE XIV

NOTICE

Any and all notices, or other communications required or permitted under this Contract, shall be in writing and delivered by hand or mailed postage prepaid, return receipt requested, by registered or certified mail or by other reputable delivery service, to the parties at the addresses set forth on Page 1 or furnished from time to time in writing hereafter by one party to the other party.

Any such notice or correspondence shall be deemed given when so delivered by hand, if so mailed, when deposited with the U.S. Postal Service or, if sent by private overnight or other delivery service, when deposited with such delivery service.

ARTICLE XV
SEVERABILITY
If any term or condition of this Contract or any application thereof shall to any extent be held invalid, illegal or unenforceable by the court of competent jurisdiction, the validity, legality, and enforceability of the remaining terms and conditions of this Contract shall not be deemed affected thereby unless one or both parties would be substantially or materially prejudiced.

ARTICLE XVI

GOVERNING LAW

This Contract shall be governed by, construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Contractor submits to the jurisdiction of any of its appropriate courts for the adjudication of disputes arising out of this Contract.

ARTICLE XVII

ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Contract, including all documents incorporated herein by reference, constitutes the entire integrated agreement between the parties with respect to the matters described.  This agreement supersedes all prior agreements, negotiations and representations, either written or oral, and it shall not be modified or amended except by a written document executed by the parties hereto.

ARTICLE XVIII

The Contractor shall sign the following statement:  Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 626, Section 49A, I certify under penalties of perjury that I have filed all State Tax Returns and paid all State Taxes required under the Law.

 (Signature of individual or Corporate name - Corporate Officer)

Social Security # or FIN #

EXECUTION
CONTRACTOR:




CITY OF SALEM

____________________



______________________








Kimberley Driscoll, Mayor

Date: _______________



Date: __________________








_______________________








Albert C. Hill, Jr.








Purchasing Agent








________________________








William Cameron,








Superintendent, Schools








_______________________








Elizabeth Rennard, Esq.,








City Solicitor
PAGE  
1

