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A regular meeting of the Salem School Committee was held on Monday, July 25, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the School Committee Chambers at Collins Middle School, 29 Highland Avenue, Salem, MA. 

Members Present:  Mayor Kimberley Driscoll, Mr. James Fleming, Deborah Amaral, Ms. Mary Manning, and Kristine Wilson.

Members Absent:  Dr. Brendan Walsh

Others Present: Ms. Margarita Ruiz, Superintendent, Kate Carbone, Assistant Superintendent, Margaret Marotta, Assistant Superintendent, Chief of Communications Kelley Rice.

Call to Order

Mayor Driscoll called the Regular Meeting of the Salem School Committee to order at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of the Agenda

Ms. Amaral moved to approve the agenda as presented. Ms. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Approval of Minutes

Ms. Wilson moved to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2016 Regular School Committee meeting.  Mr. Schultz seconded the motion.   The motion carried. 

The minutes of the School Committee Meeting of the Whole held on June 28, 2016 were presented for approval.  Ms. Wilson moved approval, Ms. Manning seconded the motion.   The motion carried.

Ms. Wilson moved to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2016 Special School Committee meeting.  Ms. Manning seconds the motion. Mr. Fleming abstained.   The motion carried.

Questions and Comments from the Audience 

There were no questions or comments from the audience at this time.






Action Items

a. Deliberation and Vote on the Open Meeting Law Complaint filed by Patrick Higgins of Swansea, Ma., June 6, 2016 and remedial action to be taken, and to Designate the City Solicitor to respond on behalf of the School Committee.

Ms. Amaral moved approval.  Ms. Manning seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

b. Deliberation and Vote on the approval of the Salem High School Band Trip to Jaffrey N.H. on August 10, 2016

Mr. Fleming moved approval.  Ms. Amaral seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

c. Deliberation and Vote on the approval of the AFSCME Contract Ratification

Mr. Fleming moved approval. Mr. Schultz seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Superintendent Report – Margarita Ruiz

Ms. Ruiz reported on some of the events and activities that occurred during the 201-16 school year in the Salem Public Schools as follows:

The Bates School held a Literacy Festival and the theme was “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs”.  Students read for 320,000 minutes at home and celebrated their success with a spaghetti and meatball dinner.  She noted that one student alone read for 8,500 minutes.

The Carlton School students read 51,970 books during their “Snow Ball Slam” which represents a 50% increase over last years Snow Ball Slam.

Collins Middle School inducted 39 students into the National Junior Honor Society.

Salem Prep graduated 8 students in June.

Salem High School has launched a peer mentoring program for freshman.

Saltonstall School students participated in a contest sponsored by the Library of Congress.  There were 18 semi finalists from Saltonstall and Maya Whitfield was a finalist.

Ms. Ruiz reported that 500 Witchcraft Heights scholars participated in five community service projects during the year.

Ms. Ruiz reported that the Salem Public Schools has been selected to be part of a Community Engagement Program from Nellie Mae and explained that coaches will be assigned to the district to support activities.

Ms. Ruiz announced that the Salem Public Schools will be partnering with the United Way and AmeriCorps.  She explained that they will provide tutors and mentors for ELL students and notes that this will complement our strategic planning process that is underway.  Ms. Ruiz invited the School Committee and members of the public to attend a presentation on August 1, 2016 at Collins Middle School to announce this program and that she will be joined by Mayor Driscoll and Congressman Seth Moulton.

Ms. Ruiz reported that the new Business Manager Kristin Shaver is working in the district two days per week and will begin her duties full time on August 22, 2016.

Presentations and Reports

There were no presentations or reports this evening.

Finance Report

a. Approval of Warrants

The following warrant totals were presented for approval this evening.

June 23, 2016 in the amount of $567,721.89
June 30, 2016 in the amount of $332,421.00
June 30, 2016 in the amount of $406, 998.45
July 14, 2016 in the amount of $ 79,155.68

Mr. Fleming moved to approve the warrants as stated.  Ms. Manning seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Budget Transfer      There were no budget transfer requests this evening.

Subcommittee Reports 
Mr. Fleming reported that a personnel subcommittee meeting was held and the Committee reviewed requests from the Superintendent for an additional .5 FTE Accelerated Middle School Math teacher for the Saltonstall School and recommends approval of the position.

Mr. Fleming moved to approve an additional .5 accelerated math teachers for the Saltonstall School.  Ms. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.


Mr. Fleming reported that the Committee also considered the request of the Superintendent for a 1.0 FTE Transportation Services Specialist for the Transportation Department.  He notes that this will be a non-union 52-week position and the salary range for the position is $44,000-$46,000 per year.

Mr. Fleming moved approve of the addition of a 1.0 FTE Transportation Specialist for the Transportation Department.  Ms. Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

School Committee Concerns and Resolutions 	

Mr. Fleming stated that he would like to schedule a Personnel Subcommittee Meeting with the Superintendent regarding any investigations regarding the Bentley School.  Mayor Driscoll suggested that the Chair of the Board of Trustees should be invited to attend the meeting.

Ms. Manning requested that the School Committee change the date of the School Committee retreat scheduled for August 8, 2016 noting that one of the reasons for the retreat was to provide some training for the new School Committee members and since former School Committee members Deborah Amaral has been appointed to fill the seat there is no need to train her.

Mayor Driscoll states that she would like to reschedule the retreat sooner rather than later noting that scheduling is tight and things get busier as we get further into the school year.  Ms. Ruiz states that she will work on another date for the retreat.

Mr. Schultz reported that he and his wife have made a donation to the School Farm program and questioned why it was not on the agenda for approval.  Ms. Ruiz reported that it was an oversight and it will be on the agenda for the next meeting.

Mr. Shultz explained that the donation is for the Salem High School and Witchcraft Heights Farm Programs and is in the amount of $4,000 to be distributed with $3,500 to Salem High School and $500 to Witchcraft Heights.

Questions and Comments from the Audience Regarding the July 25, 2016 Agenda

There were no questions or comments from the audience at this time.

Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the School Committee this evening, Mr. Fleming moved that the School Committee adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Amaral seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

________________________
Eileen M. Sacco, Secretary
Salem School Committee
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