
transmission, that vaccines prevent 
severe illness and hospitalization 
and reduce the probability of death. 
Now we have a responsibility to put 
that knowledge to use, taking action 
to ensure public health is safe-
guarded until we are all on the oth-
er side of this pandemic. 
  
Also, a reminder that November 
2nd is the final municipal election 
here in Salem. Polling places are 
open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. If 
you’re not sure where you vote, 
visit wheredoIvoteMA.com to look 
up your polling place location by 
address. You can also find sample 
ballots and more information about 
voting in Salem by clicking on Elec-
tion Central tab at www.salem.com. 
 
Lastly, if you have little ones in your 
house, Chief Miller has set Salem's 
official neighborhood trick-or-
treating hours from 5pm to 8pm on 
Sunday, October 31st . If you are 
driving through Salem on October 
31st, please do so with caution as 
trick-or-treaters will be out after 
sunset in most neighborhoods. 
  
Thanks again for reading FYI Sa-
lem and be sure to check out the 
companion FYI Salem podcast by 
visiting www.salem.com/
fyisalempodcast. 
 
 
 
Kim Driscoll 
Mayor 

Dear Salem resident, 
 
As we enter Halloween week-
end and the conclusion of the 
October season, I want to thank 
you for your patience and coop-
eration. Living in a special place 
like Salem is certainly unique 
and it means sharing our city 
with the thousands of visitors 
who also want to explore and 
discover our community. 
  
As you may be aware, Salem 
has seen record levels of visi-
tors and business activity this 
October so far. While that’s 
great for the hundreds of small 
businesses that form the fabric 
of our local economy, it has 
meant a major challenge in re-
gards to crowd control and traf-
fic/parking strains. The first 
week of the free October shuttle 
(salem.com/OctoberShuttle) 
saw around 3,000 riders; last 
weekend, though that number 
increased to around 10,000 

passengers. In addition to en-
hanced ticketing and towing, we 
continue to emphasize to visitors 
that they should take the commut-
er rail to come to Salem, use sat-
ellite parking lots, and make a 
plan for their visit.  
  
We’re also reminding visitors 
about the need to wear a mask 
when indoors in Salem, and to get 
a COVID test if they are planning 
to attend a large indoor event. 
  
COVID is not gone. As of the time 
I’m writing this we still have just 
under 100 active cases and the 
rate of new cases, while not in-
creasing, is not dropping signifi-
cantly, either. Just over 75% of 
eligible residents have had at 
least one dose of the vaccine, but 
there are thousands of children 
who are not yet eligible to be vac-
cinated and therefore run the risk 
of severe illness, hospitalization, 
or even death from COVID. 
  
We all have a responsibility to 
protect one another, and that 
means getting vaccinated if you’re 
eligible. Booster shots for some 
individuals—depending on what 
vaccine you have received—have 
also been authorized and are now 
available. You can find out more 
at www.salem.com/vaccine. 
  
We know more about COVID now 
than we did this time last year. 
We know that masks work to curb 
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Safe Halloween 
Chief Lucas Miller of the Salem Police Department has 
announced that Salem's official neighborhood trick-or-
treating will take place on Sunday, October 31st from 
5:00PM to 8:00PM. 
 
"Halloween is a cherished tradition in Salem and some-
times the excitement of Haunted Happenings can cause 
us to forget to be careful," said Chief Miller. "There is no 
real ‘trick’ to making Halloween a real treat for the entire family. The major dangers are not from ghosts or goblins, 
but from pedestrian vehicle accidents and trips and falls. Please use these tips to help make your celebration safe 
and fun." 
 
If you are driving through Salem on October 31st, please do so with caution as trick-or-treaters will be out after sun-
set in most neighborhoods. Drive slowly, especially on neighborhood and residential side streets, and be aware that 
children may cross at many points of the street, including from behind parked vehicles, trees, or sign posts where 
they may not see your approaching vehicle. 
 
Find the full brochure about Halloween safety at www.salem.com/home/news/halloween-safety. 

COVID Vaccine Boosters 
The Centers for Disease Control and the Food & Drug Administration have authorized COVID-19 booster shots for 
eligible individuals. 
 
The COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective in reducing the risk of severe disease, hospitalization, and death, 
including against the widely circulating Delta variant. The CDC has found that protection from COVID-19 is im-
proved with the addition of a booster shot, especially for those at higher risk. Getting vaccinated is the single most 
important thing you can do to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your community. 
 
Visit www.salem.com/vaccine to find a list of multiple sites here in Salem offering the vaccine, including booster 
shots for Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson. Some require that you book an appointment, while others are 
taking walk-ins. If you can’t get online or find it easier to call, you can dial 2-1-1 (Monday through Friday 8:30am-

6pm and Saturday and Sunday from 9am-2pm) 
and follow the prompts. 
 
As with your initial shots, the vaccine is safe, 
effective, and free. You do not need an ID, 
proof of citizenship, or health insurance to re-
ceive the booster. We all have a role to play in 
keeping one another safe from this deadly vi-
rus. If you are eligible to receive a booster, 
please do so as soon as possible. If you are 
not yet vaccinated, please – for your sake and 
the sake of your loved ones – get vaccinated 
as soon as possible.  
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2021 Election 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 2nd. Polling places will be 
open that day from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Additional information 
about voting in Salem, including specimen ballots for each Ward, 
can be found by clicking on the Election Central tab 
at www.salem.com. 

Storm Clean-Up 
Due to the Nor'easter storm, the Salem Transfer Station 
(12 Swampscott Road) will open for extended hours on 
October 30-31, 7am-5pm and November 1, 8am-
2pm. Salem residents with proof of ID may drop off 
yard waste in a paper yard waste bag or dumped loose 
at the designated area on the site. Yard waste in plastic 
bags will not be accepted. Because of the large number 
of branches and tree limbs that fell due to the wind 
storm, the transfer station will accept branches greater 
than 2" in diameter for 10/30-11/1 only. 

Textile Recycling 
SalemRecycles is partnering with HELPSY to host a clothing and 
household textiles and TerraCycle recycling drive on Saturday, 
November 20th from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm at Riley Plaza in Salem. 
Clean and dry textiles of all kinds and in various states of 
“usability” are welcome such as new or used clothes and shoes, 
old, stained t-shirts, sweaters needing buttons, belts in need of 
buckles, towels, curtains, bedspreads, purses, jackets, hats and 
gloves, backpacks, socks, jeans, etc. Household items, large 
rugs, sofa cushions and pet clothing will not be accepted. 
 
In addition to clothing and textiles, other recyclable items can be brought to the event to be recycled with TerraCy-
cle. These items include all used, dried Swiffer pads, all brands of reusable and disposable razors, blades, and car-
tridges, as well as any flexible or rigid plastic packaging they come in, all brands of toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes, 
mouthwash bottles, and floss containers plus toothbrush packaging, all brands of deodorant containers and caps, 
and all brands of empty writing instruments, glue sticks, watercolor dispensers, paint sets, and flexible packaging. 
Please keep items in separate bags from textiles, and make sure all TerraCycle items are clean and dry. 
 
For a complete list of all acceptable pieces for donation, please visit www.facebook.com/
events/2200663940087036. Salem also offers free curbside textile recycling collection, however you must schedule 
the pick-up in advance. Visit helpsy.co to schedule a curbside pick-up date. 
 
While attending the November 20th event, please keep social distancing in mind. Stay in your vehicle the whole time 
and have your items ready to be unloaded in your trunk, truck bed or hatchback. Please call 978-619-5672 or 
     e-mail mguglielmi@salem.com if you are interested in volunteering for this event or if you have any questions. 



Housing Road Map 
The City of Salem has kicked off the Salem Housing Road Map: A Housing Plan for All. The purpose of the Road Map is 
to help Salem find the best ways to meet housing needs and shape the location, type, and design of future housing pro-
jects. The Road Map will consider best practices to help promote diverse housing options that are sensitive to the com-
munity context and capacity. When communities encourage homes of many types and sizes, it helps give all kinds of 
people affordable options and can help keep prices and rents from shooting out of reach. 

When completed in the Spring, the Road Map will include specific, actionable recommendations for the City to take, such 
as zoning improvements, potential construction and reuse opportunities, and housing programs. 

“I am so pleased to announce the start of the public phase of our Housing Road Map plan,” said Mayor Kim Driscoll, who 
chairs the City’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund Board. “Salem has worked intentionally and thoughtfully for years to ad-
vance policies and projects that grow our affordable and market-rate housing supply so that it can better meet the de-
mand of a popular, vibrant community like ours. Building on past studies like Imagine Salem and the Housing Needs As-
sessment, this Road Map will chart a forward-looking path for the future progress of those efforts, shaping a Salem that 
can be home to us all.” 

As part of this process there will be multiple opportunities for Salem community members to be involved and help shape 
the recommendations in the plan. The project team held focus groups this fall and is now launching a survey and series 
of four public forums over the coming months. 

The first opportunity to participate is coming up soon. Join the City’s project team for a virtual Community Forum on 
Tuesday, November 30th at 6:30 p.m. This online event is free and open to all. Registration is required and can be done 
online at https://linktr.ee/SalemHousingRoadmap. During the webinar, the City’s project consultants will provide an over-
view of the project and lead participants through interactive online activities so you can share your insights about housing 
needs, challenges, and opportunities in Salem. 

Learn more about the Road Map at the project website, including how to register for the forum and respond to the sur-
vey, at https://linktr.ee/SalemHousingRoadmap. 


